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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

STATE OF TEXAS,
Plaintiff,

V.
Civil Action No. 1:11-cv-1303
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,; (RMC-TBG-BAH)
ERIC HOLDER in his official capacity as

Attorney General of the United States,

N N N N N N N N N N N N

Defendants, et al.

DECLARATION BY GARY BLEDSOE IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFFS' REQUEST FOR ATTORNEYS' FEES

I, Gary L.Bledsoe, declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct:

1.1 am an attorney duly licensed to practice before the courts of the State of Texas (since
1976).

I am also a member of the following federal District Court Bars: Western, Eastern, Southern,
and Northern Districts of Texas. | also am a member of the following federal appellate court
Bars: The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court.

2. lam a 1976 graduate of the University Of Texas School Of Law. My resume is

attached as Exhibit A to this Declaration.

3. | have experience over the last twenty plus years in voting rights. While in the Attorney
General's Office | was part of the settlement team involved in the litigation involving the
election of Judges (because of the action of the Appellate Courts no settlement was ever
finalized and implemented). | also litigated a case involving elections in Bailey County,
Texas and handled cases for the Texas Secretary of State. Since moving to the private
practice of law | have litigated a case involving Redistricting in Galveston County involving
Justices of the Peace and Constables and worked with Robert Notzon to represent the
NAACP in the Balderas litigation in 2001. Balderas involved the Legislative plans for
redistricting that were adopted in 2001. Mr. Notzon and | also represented the NAACP in
the 2003 LULAC v. Perry litigation. Among the issues we were concerned about in that
litigation was the need for an additional African- American Congressional seat in Harris
County and the need to prevent the implementation of the Southern Strategy and maintain
Congresspersons who were sympathetic to National NAACP issues in Congress. There was
a West Texas District, two Central Texas districts and an East Texas District that we were
very concerned about. We were able to succeed in obtaining a new Configuration of the 9th
and we had some success in reference to the other districts. We were also concerned about
CD23 as well as most other Plaintiff parties inthe litigation. During that litigation we
shared our one expert, Dr. Vernon Burton, with LULAC. Dr. Burton provided an excellent
history to the 3 Judge court regarding the history of discrimination in Texas against African-
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Americans and Mexican-Americans (or Latinos). In 2011-12 Ijoined with Mr. Notzon,
Anita Earls, Allison Riggs and Victor Goode to represent the NAACP in this Section 5
litigation involving the 2011 Congressional, State Senate and House of Representatives
Redistricting Plans. | have been a guest lecturer at the University of Texas School of Law
on Voting Rights andpresented at the National NAACP/NBA CLE. I co-authored a
commentary on the Shelby County arguments with Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson
that was published by several NNP A affiliates and another with Robert Notzon that was
published inthe Catholic Quarterly. | was present for the oral arguments at the Supreme
Court for the argument nets of the Travis County MUD case, LULAC v. Perry, Perez v.
Perry and Shelby County. Robert Notzon and | were also co-counsel with Ezra Rosenberg,
Victor Goode and the Lawyer's Committee for Civil Rights under law for the NAACP in its
challenge of the Texas Voter identification law. Ihave authored or overseen many
objections to voting initiatives under Section 5 of the VVoting Rights Act. Mr. Goode, an
outstanding lawyer for the National NAACP, is also co-counsel in this case with Allison
Riggs, Anita Earls and Mr. Notzon.

4.1 am President of the NAACP in Texas (since 1992) and a member of the National
Board of Directors of the NAACP where | am the Vice-Chair of the National Legal
Committee. | have taught at St. Mary's University School of Law.

5. Irepresent Congresspersons Eddie Bernice Johnson, Sheila Jackson Lee and Alexander
Green and NAACP intervenor Howard Jefferson in the Perez Litigation under Section 2.
6. In the section 5 Redistricting litigation represent the Texas State Conference of
NAACP Branches, Juanita Wallace, Pastor Bill Lawson, Howard Jefferson, Ericka Cain,
Nelson Linder, andReginald Lillie (the Section 5 preclearance litigation inthe D.C.
District Court).

7. 1'am claiming $350 per hour. For the period prior to the Court’s decision in this matter
I am claiming 2.5 hours for assistance with the drafting of the intervention documents
and the pleading in this case, 9.5 hours for witness interviews and work on the
summary judgment response in October, 3.75 hours for working with reviewing and
discussing matters with Dr. Richard Murray for the preparation of his Expert Report,
12.5 hours of preparation for trial, and for appearance at trial and preparation during
trial a total of 36 hours and 10 hours for traveling. Currently | have not itemized my
expenses. This was for January of 2012. For preparation of the post-trial brief |
provided another 5.5 hours of work. | am also requesting compensation for the work
of Dr. Richard Murray:

(Section Five Case)

42 hours@ S150 PeT...vneie i 6,300.00
EXPONSES. ...
1,886.55

8,186.55

The above was provided to me by Dr. Murray. The claimed amount for my work on this case
is based upon atotal lodestar amount of $24,187.50, determined by multiplying my hourly
rate of $350 by the 70.25 hours | reasonably and necessarily worked on this litigation. Dr.
Murray’s request for $8,186.55 is in addition to my request
for $24,187.50. Though | worked many more than 70.25
hours and am not billing for reviewing orders or other
similar matters, | want to make it clear that Allison Riggs
did the Lion’s share of the work for our team of lawyers in
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this case. Further, we worked cooperatively with other
intervenors and the Department of Justice in this case and
believe that they too were successful in this litigation. The
work of Gerry Hebert, John Devaney, Luis Vera and others
was important to the interest of minority voters. Dr. Richard
Murray is billing $150 per hour and this is more than reasonable for him. Dr. Murray’s
Resume was previously tendered in the litigation.

8. I am, at this time, reserving my claim for attorneys' fees for work | have performed

for securing an award of attorneys' fees (fees-on-fees) for this litigation.

9. Inthis litigation, | served as atrial counsel. My work in representing my clients consisted
of research, witness preparation, examining and cross examining witnesses in trial, strategic
discussions and decision making, drafting and reviewing discovery requests and responses,
reviewing and responding to case filings from opposing counsel and co-parties to the
litigation with my clients,, client interviews, fact investigation, working with Yannis Banks
and the Southern Coalition for Social Justice to put together the appropriate exhibits
and working with Dr. Murray. | did much more work on this case but
currently am only putting forth that which is mentioned herein.

10. 1 worked carefully with co-counsel to ensure that efforts were not duplicated. We
conferred regularly by phone and in-person to divide up the immense amount of briefing
and trial preparation that has been required in this litigation, to ensure that our efforts were
streamlined and efficient.

11.Given my experience in voting rights litigation and general litigation experience, | am
requesting an award of $350 per hour for my work in this litigation. In my opinion this
reflects the lower range of the usual and customary rate for an attorney of my experience
and skill. I have been awarded $350 per hour for my work in employment discrimination
law and other areas. This rate reflects the expertise that is necessary to litigate complex
cases like the instant one. Voting Rights litigation is complex and time consuming, and
requires dedication that takes time away from other cases being handled by attorneys in
private practice like Mr. Notzon and myself, at least on atemporary basis. Though we were
successful inachieving anew configuration of the 9th Congressional District in the 2003
litigation and maintaining the 25th

among other successes, neither Mr. Notzon nor | sought Attorney's fees. Inthat litigation we
had a common expert with LULAC in Dr. Vernon Burton. Inredistricting litigation, an
understanding of relevant evidence to show discrimination, traditional redistricting
principles, cohesive indicators for geographic or ethnic communities, the history of
discrimination, the law making process, how to illustrate polarized voting, legal
requirements of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution, the
Voting .Rights Act and other applicable law, and the importance of expert testimony among
other matters is very important trial strategy and experience, especially in discrimination
cases, isalso very important. | have tried many discrimination cases from employment to
voting rights to police or regulatory misconduct.

Given my experience and the reasonable rates charged by other attorney's inthis area of the
country, my requested hourly rate is warranted and reasonable.

12. Using the factors outlined by the Fifth Circuit in Johnson v. Georgia Highway Express,
Inc., 488 F.2d 714, 717 (5th Cir. 1974), my requested award is appropriate. As discussed in
more detail below, this litigation involved extremely complicated legal and factual issues.
My expertise in civil and voting rights, knowledge of voting, voting and political process
and important characteristics or events in many Texas communities were necessary to
advance the interests of my clients in this litigation. The enormous obligations on time
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commitments had a great impact on my office. This case was given priority after the end
of the Section 2 trial. Itwas essential that this case be given priority. This case had a huge
impact on our small office.

13. This was a very difficult and complicated case. It involved the rights of many racial and
ethnic groups (African-Americans, Latinos, Anglos or Whites, Asian Americans and others,
and it also involved rights of minorities in association with others. Though the Supreme Court
decision in Shelby County caused this court to grant the State’s Motion to Dismiss this case, it is
clear that this Court decided in our favor and the State has indicated to the San Antonio Court that
issues identified in this Court’s opinion under Section 5 were addressed by C235 which replaced
C185 that was the basis for this litigation. We think any such changes were clearly inadequate
but nonetheless the State’s admission regarding these matters would indicate that there was value
to this Court’s decision.

14.1have known my co-counsel in this litigation, Allison Riggs, for approximately 2 years.
She has already developed a national reputation, appearing on national television to discuss
matters involving voting rights, Because of her knowledge, ability and reputation she is
representing the NAACP in redistricting currently in 4 separate states. She has vast
knowledge of the law relating to Voting Rights and is highly ethical.

15.1 have known my co-counsel in this litigation, Anita Earls, for approximately 5 years.
She has a national reputation in the Civil Rights Community and has been a presenter on a
number of occasions at the National NAACP Convention and the Texas and Mississippi
NAACP

16. Itwas important for clients to obtain expert witnesses in this litigation. Dr. Richard Murray was
an expert who presented valuable information to the court, particularly about the map as a whole,
intentional discrimination and the serious racial gerrymander of Dallas and Tarrant Counties and
the unnecessary surgery on CDs 9 and 18 in Harris County.

| have reviewed the hourly rates and the fees and amounts billed for and in my opinion the amounts
are reasonable for the type work for persons of is background, expertise and reputation.

18. Many changes that this court identified as being necessary were not made from my
observation by the State in the new plan, but some of them were. I believe this court’s
decision has been of benefit to the people of Texas, particularly its minority citizens.

Ideclare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge.

Is/
Gary L. Bledsoe

Potter, Bledsoe, L.L.P.
Texas Bar No. 02476500
316 west 12th, Suite 307
Austin, Texas 78701
garvbledsoe@shcglobal.net
Gbledsoe@potterbledsoe.com
(512) 322-9992

(512) 322-0840 facsimile
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A
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Gary L. Bledsoe
Married
Alberta Phillips, an Editorial Writer, with 2 children

Education

UT Austin 1973, Honors and Special Departmental Honors in Government UT
Austin School of Law 1976, Permanent Class President

Employment

Assistant City Attorney, City of Austin 1976 to 1979 (1" African-American)
Assistant Attorney General, State of Texas 1979 to 1994

Special Assistantt Attorney General 1993 to 1994 Private

Practice of Law from January 1994 to present St. Mary's

University School of Law Professor

Legal Awards

Attorney General Lawyer of the Year Award

Travis County Bar Association Young Lawyer of the Year Award
Juanita Mitchell Advocacy Award by National NAACP (2) National
NAACP Stale President of Year 1998

Riverside General Hospital Hall of Fame

Congressional Award for work to Extend Voting Rights Act

Select Important Cases Worked On That May Help To Make A Social
Difference

LULAC v. Perry redistricting litigation from 2003

2011 Redistricting Litigation in San Antonio and Washington, D.C. (including appeal
to the United States Supreme Court)

Crutch v. Commissioner Robert Scott | (after State's appeal now pending in Travis
County)

Crutch v. Commissioner Robert Scott Il (after State's appeal now pending in

Travis County)

Morrison v. Texas Workforce Commission (after State's appeal now pending in Travis
County)

Cedar Avenue Litigation in Western District of Texas regarding police use of excessive
force

Voter ID litigation in DC District Court
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National NAACP Predatory Lending litigation in Los Angeles, California
Desegregation Litigation involving the Tyler Independent School District and the
Midland Independent School District

Single Member District Litigation in Galveston County for Constable and Justice of
the Peace Precincts

Special Master in Environmental Litigation

Activities

President Austin NAACP 1987 to 1991 President

Texas NAACP 1991 to Present

Chairperson Travis County Democratic Party 1991 to 1994 Member

National Board of Directors NAACP 2003 to present Member Texas

Southern University Advisory Committee 2007

Member Texas Southern University Board of Regents 2007 to present Knights
and Ladies of St. Peter Claver, Member
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Richard Murray
Contact Information

Office: Department of Political Science
University of Houston
Houston, Texas 77204-347

Office Phone: Office Fax: Office Email:

(713) 743-3909
(713) 743-3927

rmurray@uh_edu

Home: 3110Underwood
Houston, Texas 77025
Phone: (713) 667-2006

Education:

B.A. Government, Louisiana State University, 1962
M.A. Government, Louisiana State University, 1963
Ph.D. Political Science, University of Minnesota, 1967

Academic Appointments

Director of Surveying, Center for Public Policy, University of Houston, 1984 -
1996,2006 - )

Director, Center for Public Policy, University of Houston, 1996 -2006

Bob Lanier Professor of Public Policy, Dept. of Political Science, University of
Houston, 2003 -

Professor, Department of Political Science, 1981 -
Associate Professor, Political Science, University of Houston, 1971 - 1981
Assistant Professor, Political Science, University of Houston, 1967 1971

Instructor, Political Science, University of Houston, 1966-1967

Selected Publications

Books

The Houston Metropolitan Study: An Entrepreneurial Community
Looks Ahead (co-author), Houston; UH Center for Public Policy/Rice
University: Baker Institute for Public Policy, 1998.
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Progrowtb Politics: Change and Governance in Houston (co-author),
Berkeley: Institute of Governmental Studies, University of California, 1991.

Texas Politics: An Introduction, 6..ed., (co-author), New York: Harper-
Collins, 1992.

Chapters in Books

"Texas: Republicans Gallop Ahead" (co-author) in Southern Politics in the
1990s, edited by Alexander P. Lamis, Baton Rouge, LSU Press, 1999.

"Power in the City: Patterns of Political Influence In Houston, Texas,"in
Perspectives on American and Texas Politics, 51h ed., edited by Kent L.
Tedin, Donald S. Lutz, and Edward P. Fuchs, Dubuque, lowa: 1998.

"The Politics of Judicial Selection in Texas," in Perspectives on American
and Texas Politics, 5lh ed., 1998.

"Texas: AnnRichards, Taking on the Challenge,” (co-author), in Governors
and Hard Times, ed. By Thad Beyle, Washington, D.C.: Congressional
Quarterly, 1992.

"The 1988 Presidential Election: A Campaign that Mattered,” in Do Elections
Matter? ed. by Alan Stone and Benjamin Ginsberg, Armouk, N.Y.: M. E.
Sharpe, 1990.

"The Emergence of Two-Party Competition in the Sunbelt,"” (co-author) in
Political Parties in Local Areas, ed. by William Crotty, Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 1986.

"Texas: A Primary State,"in Proportional Representation in Presidential
Nomination Politics, ed. by Paul T. David and James W. Ceasar,
Charlottesville, University of Virginia Press, 1980.

Journal Articles

"Orthopedic Patients' Satisfaction With Their Health Care Plan: A Study
Performed by the Research and Education Committee of the Texas Orthopaedic
Association,” (co-author) in The American Journal of Orthopedics,” August,
1999.

"Support for Biracial Political Coalitions Among Blacks and Hispanics,” (co-
author) in The Social Science Quarterly, December, 1994,

"Minority Vote Dilution Suits and the Problem of Two Minority Groups: Can
a 'Rainbow Coalition' Claim the Protection of the Voting Rights Act/" (co-
author) in The Pacific Law Journal, No. 3, 1990.

"Applying the Voting Rights Act in Houston, Texas,” (co-author) in Publius,



Case 1:11-cv-01303-RMC-TBG-BAH Document 258-1 Filed 12/17/13 Page 10 of 10

Winter, 1987.

"Dynamics of Candidate Choice in a State Election,” (co-author) in The
Journal of Politics, May, 1981.

"Party Voting in Lower Level Electoral Contests,” (co-author) in The Social
Science Quarterly, March, 1979.

"Public Awareness of Congressional Representatives: Recall Versus
Recognition,” (co-author) in The American Politics Quarterly, October, 1979.

"Racial Voting Patterns in the South: An Analysis of Major Elections from
1960 to 1977 in Five Cities," (co-author) in The Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, September, 1978.

"Race, Socioeconomic Status, and VVoting Participation in Major Southern
Cities," (co-author) in The Journal of Politics, August, 1977.

"Coalition Formation in the Texas Legislature: Issues, Payoffs, and Wimling
Coalition Size," (co-author) in Western Political Quarterly, June, 1975.

"Redistricting Decisions inthe American States: A Test of Riker's Minimum
Winning Coalition Hypothesis," (co-author) in The American Journal of
Political Science, May, 1974.

Professional Activities

Member, American Association for Public Opinion Research, American Political
Science Association, Southern Political Science Association, Western Political
Science Association, Southwestern Political Science Association.

Reviewer: Social Science Quarterly, Journal of Politics.

Academic Interests

Political Parties and

Elections Political Interest
Groups Urban Politics

State and Local Electoral Politics
Public Opinion

Consultant Activities

Public Opinion/Survey Research
Demographics

Redistricting

Election Analysis





