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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 

 
  

JILL SWENSON, MELODY MCCURTIS, 
MARIA NELSON, BLACK LEADERS 
ORGANIZING FOR COMMUNITIES, and 
DISABILITY RIGHTS WISCONSIN, 

 
                     Plaintiffs,  
  

v.  
 

MARGE BOSTELMANN, JULIE M. GLANCEY, 
ANN S. JACOBS, DEAN KNUDSON, ROBERT 
F. SPINDELL, JR., and MARK L. THOMSEN, 
Commissioners of the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission; 
 
MEAGAN WOLFE, Administrator of the 
Wisconsin Elections Commission, 
 

Defendants.  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
     20-CV-459-wmc 

  
  
  

 

DECLARATION OF MARIA NELSON 
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

 
I, Maria Nelson, declare as follows:  

1. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein.  

2. I am a registered voter in Appleton, Wisconsin, where I live with my husband and 

two young children.  

3. I was diagnosed with breast cancer in February 2019. I have undergone 

chemotherapy, radiation treatment, and surgery to treat the cancer. The treatment has been 

incredibly hard on me and my family. I am still receiving chemotherapy treatment to this day. 
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Because of this, I understand myself to be immunocompromised. My treatment is scheduled to 

continue into the fall. 

4. I have regularly voted in Wisconsin elections since I was eighteen. I have never 

voted by absentee ballot. I usually go vote in person on Election Day. My husband and I will 

often take our two young children as a kind of civic outing, to teach them the importance of 

voting. I used to accompany my father to the polls in the same way, and it was such a special 

thing for me. 

5. I requested an absentee ballot for the April 7 election this year because I did not 

feel safe voting in person on Election Day. It’s not just that I was worried about catching 

COVID-19 as someone who is immunocompromised. I was also worried about my kids; after 

going through cancer at 34, I don’t want to do anything that puts me at risk of being more 

seriously ill or dying, for their sake. I need to make sure I’m here for my children.  

6. Because I knew about the option to vote by absentee ballot, it didn’t seem like I 

had to choose between my health and voting. It seemed like I had an available, safe option for 

submitting my ballot without needing to vote in person on Election Day during a pandemic.  

7. I requested my absentee ballot of March 31 by emailing my completed absentee 

ballot request form to the Appleton City Clerk’s Office. Shortly thereafter, I received a call from 

the City Clerk’s office. The person who called me stated that because the courts had extended 

the deadline to return absentee ballots, the Clerk’s office would mail me a paper ballot for me to 

complete and return as opposed to emailing me one. I did not push back, because I assumed that 

that was a workable plan. I assumed that the elections officials would ensure I had enough time 

to receive my ballot by mail, complete it at my home, and mail it back to the Clerk’s office. I 

never thought that I could follow all of the rules and still not have my vote counted.  
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8. 
El ction Da approached, m ballot hadn •t arrived. But I assumed it would 

still arri e in time, because J had reque ted it on time and had had that conversation with the 

Clerk's office. 

9. 
M ballot did not come before Election Day, April 7. It arrived on Wednesday, 

pril 8. too late to be used. I specifically remember when it arrived because I found it when I 

checked the mail after returning from a chemotherapy appointment on Wednesday. 

1 o. Despite the importance I place on voting in every election, I did not go vote in 

person on Election Day. I did not feel that voting in person was an option for me, because I felt 

unsafe voting in person during the COVID-19 pandemic. Because my absentee ballot did not 

arrive until after Election Day, I was not able to vote at all. 

11. I followed all of the rules laid out for voting, and I still wasn't able to have my 

vote counted. The fact that our state couldn't figure out a safe way for all eligible voters to vote 

is mystifying, frustrating, and hard to believe. I think a basic function of our democracy should 

be to ensure safe and fair elections. 

12. I intend to vote in Wisconsin's fall elections, and I will request absentee ballots in 

order to do so. I am afraid to risk my health, or the security of my children, while I am in a 

weakened state. But at this point in time, I don't have confidence that my absentee ballot will 

arrive on time and that my vote will actually be counted. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing in true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Maria Nelson 
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