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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

JILL SWENSON, MELODY MCCURTIS,
MARIA NELSON, BLACK LEADERS
ORGANIZING FOR COMMUNITIES, and
DISABILITY RIGHTS WISCONSIN,
20-CV-459-wmc
Plaintiffs,

V.

MARGE BOSTELMANN, JULIE M. GLANCEY,
ANN S. JACOBS, DEAN KNUDSON, ROBERT
F. SPINDELL, JR., and MARK L. THOMSEN,
Commissioners of the Wisconsin Elections
Commission;

MEAGAN WOLFE, Administrator of the
Wisconsin Elections Commission,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF MELODY MCCURTIS
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

I, Melody McClurtis, declare as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein.

2. I am a registered voter and a resident of Sherman Park, a Northside neighborhood
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I am a lifelong voter and vote in every election large or small.

3. I live in a multi-generational household that includes my immunocompromised
mother. My mother has hypertension, high blood pressure, and an enlarged heart, putting her at

increased risk for COVID-19 complications.
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4. I am a community organizer for Metcalfe Park Community Bridges, a community
organization dedicated to empowering and supporting the Metcalfe Park neighborhood. Metcalfe
Park is immediately south of and adjacent to the Sherman Park neighborhood on the Northside of
Milwaukee. As a community organizer, | have seen firsthand how our Northside communities
are at the heart of the COVID-19 crisis in Milwaukee. And as a community organizer and a
Black Milwaukeean, I was aware of the disparate impact that COVID-19 had on the Black
community in Milwaukee in the weeks leading up to the April 7 election. That impact is ongoing
even now.

5. In addition, given my mother’s immunocompromised condition, I did not want to
risk exposing myself to COVID-19 by voting in person on April 7 because it would create a risk
that if I were infected, I could pass it along to my mother, with possibly fatal consequences. For
these reasons, on March 22, 2020 I requested an absentee ballot for the Spring 2020 election. I
usually vote in person, but from what I was reading and hearing in the news the risks seemed
very high. And, my usual polling location is Washington High School in Sherman Park, which at
that time was the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak in Milwaukee.

6. Just before the April 7 election, on April 6 or so, I read a news article that said
that absentee ballots were not going to be sent out for requests submitted on March 22 and 23.
The article I read didn’t say what someone should do if they, like me, had submitted a request
during that window. It was too late for me to make another request.

7. On April 6, my ballot had not arrived, so I called the City of Milwaukee Clerk’s
office. There was no answer. I called again on April 7, because my ballot still had not arrived.

The person I spoke with told me that [ had no choice but to vote in person. This was frustrating
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to me because my mother had requested her absentee ballot after I did, but she got hers and was
able to vote absentee.

8. Although my mother was afraid of me going to vote in person because of the
health risk it posed to her, I joined the blocks-long line outside of Washington High School
around 6:30 p.m. on Election Day. Washington High School was one of only five polling
locations open in the whole city that day, so in addition to all of my neighbors that usually vote
there, folks from all over the city were coming into our neighborhood to vote. The line was so
long that I did not cast my ballot until after 9:00 p.m.

9. During my more than two-and-a-half hour wait in line, I experienced intimidation,
fear, stigmatization, and frustration. Voters in line were not able to practice social distancing due
to the large number of people in line and the failure of election officials to enforce the practice.
There were tape markings on the ground, but they seemed less than six feet apart. The polling
location did not provide PPE for voters, and it had run out of sanitary pens by the time I reached
the front of the line. I was scared for my health and concerned that I might catch COVID-19
while waiting in line and voting, and that I might pass it along to my mother.

10. I was also scared for my physical safety. I noticed that there was a noticeably high
police presence outside of Washington High School, including members of the National Guard.
Waiting in line was an intimidating experience for that reason, as well.

11. While I was waiting in line, I observed a member of the National Guard approach
and speak to a female voter ahead of me in line. The woman stepped out of line and left. That
National Guard member then approached me and said, “You know this will be a two-hour wait,
right?”” I understood this National Guard member to be discouraging voters from remaining in

line. He referenced that he had been there all day and seemed to be suggesting that voters
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standing in line were making his day longer. I asked him to stop speaking to voters and refrain
from discouraging voters from remaining in line, but I was not able to monitor whether he did so.
This experience deeply hurt me, because as a community organizer I am focused on encouraging
Metcalfe Park community members to vote.

12. Even though there was such a high police and National Guard presence, social
distancing was not enforced. No one stopped a young woman who was dancing along the line of
voters, entering voters’ personal space and creating a health risk for those in line. She was
allowed to do this for over an hour, which increased my fears about the health risk of standing in
line.

13. There were also other problems. For example, I observed seniors and individuals
with disabilities waiting in the long line. As someone who works with these populations in our
community, [ know that these folks have a hard time waiting in long lines and that they can be
discouraged from voting if confronted with such a long wait. And, I understand that folks with
disabilities should be given some accommodations that allow them to vote without physically
waiting in line for so long. But I did not see that happening. It was very hard to see these
members of my community forced to endure such an uncomfortable experience just to exercise
their right to vote.

14. I still feel the traumatic impact of being subjected to such an unsafe voting
experience; the heavy police/military presence and long line of Black voters reminded me of the
violence surrounding earlier generations of Black Americans’ efforts to vote, which I have
learned about from reading about our history and speaking with elders in our community. I felt
deeply disrespected by being forced to endure such a long line and extreme health risks in the

middle of a pandemic, and to have to endure such heavy police/military presence when we were
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already sacrificing to be in line. I felt like my neighbors and our community had also been
disrespected. I am worried about having this experience again in November when I go to vote as
I do not want to relive it. I am hesitant to go and vote in person again if nothing has happened to
reassure me that these problems have been addressed and that in person voting will be more safe
next time.

15. On April 7, I felt afraid for my health and physical safety, and the health and
physical safety of my neighbors and our community. Since April 7, I have read about the
continuing disparate impact of COVID-19 on the Black community in Milwaukee. I have seen
how many members of our community have caught COVID-19. And, I have read and heard in
the news that the pandemic is not over and that there could be a second wave in the Fall of this
year. In light of my experience in April, I am scared that I will not be able to exercise my right to
vote in November without exposing myself—and therefore my mother, who will still be living

with me—to significant health risks.
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