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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

12/15/2008

Jim Gelbmann [Jim.Gelbmann@state.mn.us]
Sunday, December 07, 2008 12:29 AM

Jim Gelbmann; 'phil thompson'; 'Jim Gelbmann'; 'Dennis Distad’; Tony P. Trimble";
allen.paulson@co.clearwater.mn.us; anne.granitz@co.roseau.mn.us;
barb.loch@co.meeker.mn.us; becky.murphy@co.beltrami.mn.us;
ben.pribyl@co.jackson.mn.us; elections@co.cook.mn.us; election@co.nicollet.mn.us;
byron.giese@co.swift. mn.us; carolyn.holmsten@co.goodhue.mn.us; auditor@co.grant.mn.us;
char.meiners@co.houston.mn.us; charleen.west@co.wadena.mn.us;
cmaclennan@co.winona.mn.us; cindy.schultz@co.mcleod.mn.us; cwcauditor@co.crow-
wing.mn.us; denise.cooper@co.kanabec.mn.us; djfreed@co.chisago.mn.us;
auditor@co.sherburne.mn.us; dicklichd@co.st-louis.mn.us; auditor@co.watonwan.mn.us;
donna.quandt@co.pope.mn.us; 'dougg@co.mower.mn.us'; rcelections@co.rice.mn.us;
frank.thompson@co.mahnomen.mn.us; gerald.amiot@co.polk.mn.us;
gloria.rolfs@co.rock.mn.us; hwinter@co.murray.mn.us; jake.sieg@lgpco.com;

james forshee@co.martin.mn.us; jan.h jochnson@co.cottonwood. mn.us;
jleisen@co.wabasha.mn.us; joan.manthe@co.waseca.mn.us; jneyssen@co.benton.mn.us;
elections@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US; john_h@co.lake-of-the-woods.mn.us;
john.thompson@co.faribault.mn.us; jclauson@co.chippewa.mn.us;
‘elections@co.ramsey.mn.us'; joyce.steinhoff@co.pipestone.mn.us;
karen.busch@co.todd.mn.us; kschreurs@co.lincoln.mn.us; ktolson@co.pennington.mn.us;
elections@co.washington.mn.us; kpeysar@co.aitkin.mn.us; kit.johnson@co.traverse.mn.us;
farry b@CO.REDWOOD.MN.US; larry_j@co.renville.mn.us;
laura.ihrke@CO.STEELE.MN.US; lengelen@co.carver.mn.us; pfarri@co.sibley.mn.us;
lois.bonde@co.yellow-medicine.mn.us; lori.johnson@co.clay.mn.us;
mgustafson@co.kittson.mn.us; marlin.helget@co.brown.mn.us;
marsha.goslovich@co.itasca.mn.us; mkes@co.scott.mn.us; Vote@co.hennepin.mn.us;
michelle_k@co.big-stone.mn.us; neilwiese@co.stevens.mn.us;
fuller.pamela@co.olmsted.mn.us; pheeren@co.hubbard.mn.us; patty.oconnor@co.blue-
earth.mn.us; paul.gassert@co.carlton.mn.us; paulavanoverbeke@co.lyon.mn.us;
‘elections@co.anoka.mn.us'; elections@co.stearns.mn.us; rick. munter@co.norman.mn.us;
bob.hiivala@co.wright.mn.us; bob.peterson@co.koochiching.mn.us; raschmitz@co.red-
lake.mn.us; cblaschko@co.le-sueur.mn.us; russn@co.morrison.mn.us;
ritange@co.becker.mn.us; sam_m@co.kandiyohi.mn.us; sara.marquardt@co.dodge.mn.us;
scott.peters@co.marshall.mn.us; cass.voter@co.cass.mn.us; sbalster@co.nobles.mn.us;
sboelter@co.fillmore.mn.us; steve.mcmahon@co.lake.mn.us; terry.treichel@co.isanti.mn.us;
t.reddick@mail.co.douglas.mn.us; whezenek@co.wilkin.mn.us; wstein@co.ottertail. mn.us;
kay.mack@co.beltrami.mn; CCJohnso@co.pine.mn.us; tferber@ci.bloomington.mn.us’,
'kengberg@ci.bloomington.mn.us'; tmarshall@ci.robbinsdale.mn.us;
tgerhardt@ci.chanhassen.mn.us; doboszenski@ci.rogers.mn.us;
sjenkins@townothassan.com; sknutson@ci.brooklyn-center.mn.us;
sengdahl@ci.plymouth.mn.us; sborders@cityofdayton.mn.com; rcolotti@ci.champlin.mn.us;
greenwood@visi.com; ngibbs@cityofrichfield.org; nacyc@cityofrockford.org;
llarson@ci.osseo.mn.us; kbachmeier@ci.corcoran.mn.us; kporta@edenprairie.org;
janet.lewis@ci.crystal.mn.us; devin.montero@brooklynpark.org; daniel-
hanover@comcast.net; danay@ecityofdeephaven.org; cheri@ci.excelsior.mn.us;
johnson@ci.greenfield.mn.us; terryo@hopkinsmn.com; thirsch@ci.independence.mn.us;
jmoeller@ci.long-lake.mn.us; cpatnode@ci.loretto.mn.us; skollanderson@ci.maple-
grove.mn.us; cityhall@mapleplain.com; chad.adams@ci.medina.mn.us;
dmaeda@eminnetonka.com; mregnier@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us;
thaarstad@ci.minnetrista.mn.us; bonnieritter@cityofmound.com; vleone@ci.new-hope.mn.us;
Iv@ci.orono.mn.us; stboni@visi.com; jpanchyshyn@ci.shorewood.mn.us;
wlewin@mchsi.com; clink@cityoftonkabay.net; sandy@wayzata.org;
shelley@cityofwoodlandmn.org; Michelle.DesJardin@co.hennepin.mn.us;
NSTROTH@stlouispark.org

fknaak@klaw.us; ‘Lillehaug, David"; Tony P. Trimble'; Marc Elias
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Subject: Updated Information on Sorting of Rejected Absentee Ballots

Attachments: County 2008 Rejected Absentee Ballot Survey.doc; JPA Previously Rejected ABsv7.doc;
Locations and Times for Sorting of Rejected Absentee Ballots (revised 12-7).xls

Good Morning Everyone:

After the flury of e-mails Thursday morning about the sorting of rejected absentee ballots into five categories, |
want to extend my most heartfelt thanks to everyone who has agreed to help us with this task. The State
Canvassing Board has requested this information, and without your assistance, the Office of the Secretary of
State would not be able to provide adequate information to the Board. | do understand how overworked everyone
is and | do feel very guilty asking for you to complete yet another task that many felt you have already done. |
hope the Detailed Instructions sent out Thursday help explain the reason for, and the perameters of, this task.
Houston County had a public sort on Friday, and while they did not have many rejected absentee ballots, the did
identify two of fifteen that were mistakenly rejected and placed in category five.

ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Web Link For Reporting Results

We have established a Web Link for reporting the results of your sort to our Office. We ask that you complete the
Web Survey and also mail or fax us a signed hard copy so we have it for our records. The Web Link for reporting
your results also inncludes an area for comments in case there are specific circumstances that created confusion
as to which category a rejected absentee ballot should be placed. The Web Link is as follows:

hitp:/fwww.so0s.state.mn.us/survey/user_survey.asp?nSurvey=156

| have also attached a Word Document that contains a worksheet that may help you complete the survey.

Clarifications To Detailed Instructions

Based on feedback from county and city election officials the following clarifications may assist you in
understanding the process.

The Heading on Section | of the process currently reads:

I. Previously-rejected non-UOCAVA absentee ballot envelopes not processed for
acceptance or rejection by an absentee ballot
board (accepted and rejected in the precinct)

A more precise heading should read:

I. Previously-rejected non-UOCAVA absentee ballot envelopes either (1) rejected by an
absentee ballot board or (2) not processed by an absentee ballot board and rejected in the

precinct ‘

Another legitimate reason for rejecting a UOCAVA absentee ballot is that the voter did not submit
an application (the Federal Post Card Application) -- this is a possibility in cases in which the voter
only submits the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot. Please allocate any appropriately rejected

12/15/2008
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UOCAVA ballots that were rejected for lack of an FPCA to Category 1.

If an absentee ballot was rejected by an election judge or an Absentee Ballot Board due to a sighature
mismatch and the signatures do look different, place the ballot in category five if the transaction was
actually handled at your in-person counter and was witnessed by a county or city official.

If an absentee ballot was rejected because there was no voter signature on the application, the ballot
should be placed in category 2 unless the transaction was once again handled at your in-person
counter and was witnessed by a county or city official.

When checking the registration status of an Absentee Ballot that was rejected for lack of an SVRS Card

. 1 1 11 1 Wb el o a o o it QUIDYQ axrotminn fa mmalea ciivre Fha s amcaa
n the envelope, you should cnecK €1Ler i€ roSier and/or e o v N SYSIEI 10 i1aKe Surc uic person

was definately not registered before assigning the ballot to category 3. The person may have
been accidentally sent a non-registered Absentee Ballot package even though he or she was

registered.

CONTRACT FOR PAYMENT

| have aftached a Joint Powers Contract that you can begin processing so you are able to be reimbursed for a
portion of your costs. | have also attached the most up-to-date list of counties and cities that have thus far
agreed to assist us with this task. If you are still considering my request, please agree to help us one more

-time with the Canvass of the U.S. Senate Race.

PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON THIS DISTRIBUTION LIST WHO IS NOT
CURRENTLY FOUND ON IT!

My best regards.
Sincerely,

Jim Gelbmann

Deputy Secretary of State
(651) 201-1344 (office)
(651) 334-4077 (cell)
(651) 739-5575 (home)
(651) 215-0682 (fax)

12/15/2008
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NOTICE: E-mail correspondence to and from the Office of the Secretary of State of Minnesota may be
public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act and/or may be disclosed to third parties

12/15/2008



County 2008 Rejected Absentee Ballot Survey Worksheet

This survey requests statistics on rejected absentee ballots for the November 4, 2008
General Election and includes both regular (non-UOCAVA) and UOCAVA absentee

ballots.

1. #County or Municipality Name

2. #Name of Primary Election Official

3. #Names of election judges and/or professional election staff who assisted with
the sorting process.

NUMBERS OF REJECTED ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Enter the number of rejected regular (non-UOCAVA) and UOCAVA absentee
ballots for each of the categories listed below. If there are no rejected absentee ballots

for a particular category enter 0.

Absentee ballots received after election-day need not be included in this sorting
process and shall not be reported as part of any of the five categories.

Regular (non-UOCAVA) Absentee Ballots Rejected
4. Category 1: Voter's name / address did not match.

5. Category 2: Voter's signature did not match or certification was not filled out
correctly.

6. Category 3: Voter was not registered at this address or has not included a properly
completed voter registration application Or Voter died before Election Day.

7. Category 3a: Voter was not registered. VRA appears to be in secrecy envelope.



8. Category 4: Voter had already voted at the election.

9. Category 5: Enter the number for improperly rejected envelope (including non-
UOCAVA ballots, UOCAVA ballots rejected in the precinct, and mail ballots).

UOCAVA Ballots Rejected by Absentee Ballot Board
10. Category 1: Voter's name did riot match.

11. Category 2: Voter did not sign oath.

12. Category 3: Voter's ID number did not match, and the Election Judges could not
otherwise satisfy themselves that the ballot was filled out by the voter to whom it

was transmitted.

13. Category 4: The voter already voted at that election OR voter died prior to
November 4.

14. Category 5: Improperly rejected absentee ballot envelopes.

Optional: Mail Ballots

15. Number of properly rejected ballots from mail balloting preciﬁcts.

Number of mistakenly rejected ballots from mail balloting precincts. (Add this

16. number to the number in Category five for non-UOCAVA ballots.)
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

This agreement is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Office of the Secretary of State ("State") and the County Auditor of each
of the Counties, or the City Clerk of each of the cities, listed in Appendix A. ("Contractor").

Recitals

Under Minn. Stat. § 471.59, subd. 10, the State is empowered to engage such assistance as deemed necessary. The State is in need of
absentee ballot review services for previously-rejected absentee ballot envelopes returned by voters pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter
203B, for the general election for United States Senate. The Contractor represents that it is duly qualified and agrees to perform all services
described in this contract to the satisfaction of the State.

(]

Agreement

Term of Agreement
1.1  Effective date: December 8, 2008, or the date the State obtains all required signatures under Minnesota Statutes Section 16C.05,

subdivision 2, whichever is later.
1.2 Expiration date: January 1, 2009, or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever occurs later.

t o

The Contractor is a local election official as designated in Appendix A, and will conduct a review of the previously rejected absentee .
ballot envelopes submitted in the jurisdiction in which the Contractor is the County Auditor or City Clerk and in any additional
jurisdiction mutually agreed upon by Contractor and State. The review will begin on or about December 8, 2008 and will continue until
all previously rejected absentee ballot envelopes in the jurisdiction(s) both those at any absentee ballot board as well as those retained
with precinct materials, are reviewed. In the event that an election contest is filed in any of these elections and the court takes
jurisdiction, the State may cance] this contract immediately and without any further cause. The State and Contractor agree that this
process should be completed on or before December 18, 2008, unless civil litigation delays completion. The results of the review, along
with all explanatory notes shall be electronically transmitted to the State as well as mailed to the State on or before December 18, 2008
pursuant to instructions to be provided to Contractor by State. '

Previously-rejected ballot envelopes must be reviewed either by two election judges of different major parties or be reviewed by two
non-partisan professional election administration staft.

If the person making the review has made copies of the envelopes, they may use the copies to conduct the review instead of the original
previously-rejected absentee ballot envelopes

If there are more than twenty previously-rejected absentee ballot envelopes in the jurisdiction, the review will be conducted in a public
setting where the public and representatives of the two campaigns would be allowed to observe, but not participate in the review nor
question the election judges' decision into which category each previously-rejected absentee ballot envelope is placed. Specifically,
candidates do not have the right to challenge the decisions relative to the category into which each previously -rejected absentee ballot

envelope is placed.
The review will be conducted as further set forth in Appendix B.

Payment

3.1 Compensation The Contractor will be paid twenty five cents for each ballot handled in the course of this review, plus the actual cost
of hiring at least two election judges at the rate paid on November 4, 2008, with a minimum payment of $25. The Contractor will submit
an invoice to State enumerating the number of previously rejected absentee ballots handled in each precinct and county, as well as
specifying the time devoted by each election judge hired and paid to conduct this review, to verify the total. No invoice shall include the
pame of any voter who submitted an absentee ballot.

3.2 Travel No travel expenses will be paid.

The total obligation of the State under this agreement will not exceed an aggregate of $10,000 for all Contractors.
4  Authorized Representatives The State's Authorized Representative is Gary Poser, Director of Elections, 180 State Office Building,
Saint Paul MN 55155 651-556-0612, or his/her successor, and has the responsibility to monitor the Contractor’s performance and the

authority to accept the services provided under this contract. If the services are satisfactory, the State’s Authorized Representative will
certify acceptance on each invoice submitted for payment.

Joint Powers Agreement (Rev. 6/03) 1
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The Governmental Unit's Authorized Representative is the County Auditor or municipal clerk who has signed the contract

Assignment, Amendments, Waiver, and Contract Complete

5.1 Assignment. The Governmental Unit may neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this agreement without the
prior consent of the State and a fully executed Assignment Agreement, executed and approved by the same parties who executed and
approved this agreement, or their successors in office. :

5.2 Amendments. Any amendment to this agreement must be in writing and will not be effective until it has been executed and
approved by the same parties who executed and approved the original agreement, or their successors in office.

‘5.3 Waiver. If the State fails to enforce any provision of this agreement, that failure does not waive the provision or its right to
enforce it. ‘ .

5.4 Contract Complete. This agreement contains all negotiations and agreements between the State and the Governmental Unit. No
other understanding regarding this agreement, whether written or oral, may be used to bind either party.

Joint Powers Agreement (Rev. 6/03)
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Signatures for this agreement are being obtained by the signing of counterparts. Each Contractor will sign signature block #2
and return this page to Jenny Kurz, Office of the Secretary of State, 60 Empire Drive, Suite 100, Saint Paul MIN 55103-2141.

1. STATE ENCUMBRANCE VERIFICATION 3. STATE AGENCY
Individual certifies that funds have been encumbered as
required by Minn. Stat. §§ 16A.15 and 16C.05. By:
(with delegated authority)
Signed: Title:
Date: Date:

CFMS Contract No. A-

4. COMMISSIONER OF ADMINISTRATION
delegated to Materials Management Division

2. GOVERNMENTAL UNIT
By:

By:

Date:

Title:

Date:

By:

Title:

Date:

Distribution:
Agency
Governmental Unit
State’s Authorized Representative - Photo Copy

Joint Powers Agreement (Rev. 6/03) 3
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