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SECRETARY OF STATE
RECOUNT PLAN
November 18, 2008

Recount Scope

The votes cast at the November 4, 2008 State General Election for the office of United
States Senate for Norm Coleman and Al Franken in all the counties of Minnesota.

The votes cast at the November 4, 2008 State General Election for the office of State
Senate, District 16 for Lisa A. Fobbe and Alison Krueger in Benton, Mille Lacs,
Morrison and Sherburne Counties.

The votes cast at the November 4, 2008 State General Election for the office of State
Representative, District 12B for Al Doty and Mike Lemieur in Morrison and Crow Wing
Counties.

The votes cast at the November 4, 2008 State General Election for the office of State
Representative, District 16A for Gail Kulick Jackson and Sondra Erickson in Benton,
Mille Lacs, Morrison and Sherburne Counties.

The recount is limited in scope to the determination of the number of votes validly
cast for the candidates to be recounted. Only the ballots cast in the election and the
summary statements certified by the election judges may be considered in the
recount process.

State Recount Official

Gary Poser, Director of Elections, Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State is hereby
designated State Recount Official.

Designated Recount Officials

The State Recount Official will designate officials to perform a recount of all ballots cast
for United States Senate, Senate District 16 and House Districts 12B and 16A. See the
attached schedule for the individuals designated as Recount Officials and for the number
of teams of Table Officials at each recount location.



Recount Schedule

Deputy Recount Officials are authorized to commence recounting the ballots at any time
after 8 a.m., Wednesday, November 19, 2008 pursuant to the authority of the Deputy
Recount Officials as described in the Recount Procedures.

The recount official may alter the schedule if a recount location becomes unavailable, or
if in the opinion of the recount official the change is necessary to permit the recount to
proceed promptly and efficiently. The change must not unnecessarily delay the progress
of the overall recount. If a change is necessary the following applies:

a) A change to time or location must be clearly posted in the office of the recount

official and at the originally scheduled location.
b) The recount official must immediately notify the State Recount Official of the

change.

Recount Process
The recount shall be open to the public.

The recount shall proceed according to Minnesota Statutes §204C.35 and Minnesota
Rules Chapter 8235, and to the Recount Procedures attached to this Plan and adopted by
the State Canvassing Board.

In jurisdictions with multiple recounts under this plan, challenged ballots shall be
returned to the ballots for the precinct in which the ballots were cast in order for the
ballot to be counted in any subsequent recount. After the last recount in that jurisdiction,
ballots challenged in any of the multiple races shall be sealed in envelopes noting each of
the races in which the ballot is challenged.

Deputy Recount Officials will print use the recount summary statement as provided by
the State Recount Official. A template of the recount summary statement is attached to
this Plan.

All county and local election officials are hereby directed to provide the sealed election
materials, including voted ballots and precinct summary statements from the 2008 state
general election to the recount official designated for that jurisdiction.

The Deputy Recount Officials shall forward in a secure manner directed by the State
Recount Official, the completed recount summary statement, the incident log, and all
challenged ballots to the State Recount Official, who shall secure the challenged ballots,
compile the results and prepare the recount report for the State Canvassing Board.



Meeting of the State Canvassing Board

The State Canvassing Board will meet to resolve the disposition of the challenged ballots
and to canvass the results of the recounts on December 16, 2008 at Saint Paul, Minnesota

at 9 AM.

The meeting will continue until the reports of the recounts authorized in this plan are
completed and may recess from time to time.
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House District 12B

Legislative Recount Official Designations and Locations

Minnesota Secretary of State

November 18, 2008

Land Services
Building, 322 Lower Level
Crow Deborah Crow Wing 218-824- November | 9:00 Laurel Str, Brainerd | Meeting
Wing Erickson Auditor 1045 20th AM MN Rooms 1 & 2
Andy Elections 651-556- November | 10:00 | 213 SE 1st Ave,
Morrison Lokken Administrator | 0646 19th AM Little Falls TBD

House District 16A

Start Date Number
Commission
Joan Auditor 320-968- November | 8:30 Foley, Courthouse ers Board
Benton Neyssen Treasurer 5008 24th AM Annex Room
Philip Auditor 320-983- | November | 9:00 Courthouse. 635 County
Mille Lacs | Thompson | Treasurer 8465 19th AM 2nd St SE. Milaca Board Room
Andy Elections 651-556- November | 9:00 213 SE 1st Ave,
Morrison Lokken Administrator | 0646 19th AM Little Falls TBD
Government Center _
13880 Business Sherburne
Diane Auditor 763-241- November | 8:30 Center Drive. Elk County
Sherburne | Arnold Treasurer 2867 24th AM River Board Room
Senate District 16

231 Dewey St Commission
Joan Auditor 320-968- November | 8:30 Foley, Courthouse | ers Board
Benton Neyssen Treasurer 5008 24th AM Annex Room
Philip Auditor 320-983- November | 9:00 Courthouse. 635 County
Mille Lacs | Thompson | Treasurer 8465 20th AM 2nd St SE. Milaca Board Room
Andy Elections 651-556- | November | 9:00 213 SE 1st Ave,
Morrison Lokken Administrator | 0646 19th AM Little Falls TBD
Government Center
13880 Business Sherburne
Diane Auditor 763-241- November | 8:30 Center Drive. Elk County
Sherburne | Arnold Treasurer 2867 24th AM River Board Room




Minnesota Secretary of State’s
Administrative Recount Procedures
For the General Election, November 4, 2008

The US Senate recount is an administrative recount held pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section
204C.35 and Minnesota Rules, section 8235.

1. Recount locations are open to the public and the media and there will be a public viewing area
in each recount location. Cell phones and video cameras may be used in the public viewing
area, as long as their use is not disruptive.

2. The State Canvassing Board will appoint a Deputy Recount Official for each recount location
throughout the state. The Deputy Recount Official may designate an Assistant Deputy
Recount Official to preside whenever he or she needs to leave the room. The Deputy
Recount Official or a designated Assistant Recount Official must be in the room at all times
while ballots are being counted. The Deputy Recount Official shall appoint as many Table
Officials as he or she deems appropriate. Only the Deputy Recount Official, the Assistant
Recount Official, and the appointed Table Officials may touch the ballots. The Deputy
Recount Official shall determine and publicly announce the schedule for the recount,
including the start and end times and all breaks within each day, and any changes in the
schedule. The candidates’ Lead Representatives may appeal to the Deputy Recount Official
for modifications to the schedule.

3. All ballots properly cast on Election Day, and all non-rejected absentee ballots properly cast
and received by an election official before 8:00 p.m. Election Day (including those cast by
voters who were in line to vote by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day) will be counted.

4. All candidate representatives must present written credentials to the Deputy Recount Official
and each candidate must designate one representative as his Lead Representative at each
counting location.

5. The Lead Representative may serve as a “Roving Representative” who is allowed in the
counting area to answer questions from other representatives of that candidate, but are not
necessarily assigned to a counting table. A second Roving Representative is allowed at the
discretion of each candidate.

6. Ballots, as defined in paragraph 3, will be sorted and counted by teams of at least two Table
Officials, who shall be designated by the Deputy Recount Official. '

11/14/08



7. Each candidate may have one representative who is authorized to challenge ballots at each
counting table. If the Deputy Recount Official determines that there is adequate space at
each Table, each candidate may add a second representative to the table to observe the
sorting and counting of the ballots, provided both candidates have a second representative to
add to the Table(s). Only one representative for each candidate, who shall be designated by
the candidate’s Lead Representative to challenge ballots, will be allowed to challenge ballots.
If the candidate representative who is authorized to challenge ballots believes a ballot
presents a unique situation that has not previously presented itself, he or she may request that
the ballot be set aside and discussed at the end of the sorting process when the candidate’s
Roving Representative is available to advise the candidate’s representative. This clause shall
not apply when the candidate does not have a Roving Representative at that ballot counting
location.

8. One of the Table Officials will sort the ballots into three piles, based upon the principles of
voter intent outlined in Minnesota Statutes, section 204C.22: one pile for Coleman, one for
Franken, and one for all other ballots (those for other candidates, undervotes, overvotes, etc.).
The Table Official must make it clear into which pile he or she is placing the ballot and allow
both candidates’ representatives to view the ballot. Candidate representatives are not
allowed to touch or otherwise handle a ballot.

9. As the Table Official sorts the ballots, he or she shall remove all ballots that are marked as
duplicate ballots and place those duplicate ballots in a fourth pile. At the conclusion of the
sorting process, the Table Official shall open the envelope of original ballots for which
duplicates were made for that precinct and sort the original ballots in the same manner as
they sorted all other ballots. The Table Official shall disregard this step if there is not an

~ envelope of original ballots, in which case the duplicate ballots will be sorted.

10. The candidate’s representative authorized to challenge ballots at a Table may challenge the
decision.of which of the three piles the Table Official place a ballot. He or she must state a
reason for the challenge pursuant to M.S. (2008) Section 204C.22. Challenges may not be
automatic or frivolous. The Table Official will reexamine the ballot to determine into which
pile it should be placed. If either candidate’s representative who is authorized to challenge
ballots does not agree with the Table Officials’ final determination, the ballot will be placed
in one of two new piles of challenged ballots. One pile of challenged ballots will be for all
ballots challenged by Coleman’s representative; the second pile of challenged ballots will be
for all ballots challenged by Franken’s representative. Challenges may be withdrawn at any
time.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

When all ballots for the precinct have been sorted, each pile will then be counted by creating
stacks of 25 ballots, which shall be cross-stacked into five distinct piles — one for Coleman
ballots, one for Franken ballots, one for all other non-challenged ballots, one for ballots
challenged by the Coleman Representative and one for ballots challenged by the Franken
Representative. The Table Officials will each count one of the candidate’s piles. The Table
Official who is done first will then count the pile of other ballots, and the piles of challenged
ballots. Vote counts for each candidate, all other ballots, ballots challenged by Coleman’s
representative and ballots challenged by Franken’s Representative will be announced and
recorded. Either candidate’s representative may ask to have a pile counted a second time.

A label will be placed on white space on the back of the challenged ballot that will note the
precinct, the candidate whose representative made the challenge, and the reason for the
challenge pursuant to M.S. (2008) Section 204C.22. Each of the challenges will be given a
sequential number, starting with all ballots challenged by Coleman’s representative and
continuing with all ballots challenged by Franken’s representative. For example, if each
candidate’s representative challenges five ballots in a single precinct, the five challenged
ballots by Coleman’s Representative shall be numbered one through five; the five ballots
challenged by Franken’s Representative shall then be numbered six through ten.

Vote totals will be noted on the recount summary statement. Challenged ballots are recorded
in the Challenged by Coleman column or the Challenged by Franken column. Challenged
ballots are placed in a Challenged Ballots Envelope. Once the ballots are all counted and
recorded, the original ballots for which there were duplicates made shall be placed back in
their original envelope and the pile of duplicate ballots shall be placed back with all other
ballots. The preceding sentence shall not apply to original ballots that were challenged by
either candidate. Those original ballots shall be placed in a challenged ballot envelope.

At the end of each day, the Deputy Recount Official will make four copies of the recount
summary statements referenced in paragraph 13, recount incident logs as defined in this
paragraph, and both sides of each challenged ballot. One copy of each item will be retained
by the Deputy Recount Official, one will be forwarded to the Office of the Secretary of State,
and one copy will be provided to each Lead Representative for each candidate. If the Table
Officials must leave the room to make the copies, they will be accompanied by each
candidate’s representative and the names of everyone who left the room with the ballots will
be noted on an incident log. The incident log shall also be used to record any other activity
that the Table Officials believe should be recorded, including, but not limited to, the names
of all individuals at the Table.

After copies have been made, the Deputy Recount Official shall seal the original challenged
ballots in one envelope, the Deputy Recount Official’s copies in another envelope and the
copies for the Office of the Secretary of State in a third envelope. At least two Table
Officials will sign over the seal of all 3 envelopes.
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16. Challenged ballots must be stored securely during breaks in the counting process, at night if
‘the recount for the County or City has not finished, and after the counting is complete. No

~lunch break shall be taken during the middle of the sorting and counting process for a single
precinct. The counting and sorting of a precinct must conclude before the Table concludes

the recount procedures for that day.

Preparation for the Canvassing Board Meeting on December 16:

1 The Recount Summary Statements and each of the challenged ballots will be presented to the
Canvassing Board for resolution of the challenge.

2. A candidate’s representative may present the basis of the challenge to the Canvassing Board.
This presentation may be in written and/or oral form. The opposing candidate’s
representative may respond to the challenge and state why he or she believes the original
determination of the Table Official should be upheld.
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