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AYESHA RASCOE

Georgia voters and supporters dance and sing during a "Souls to The Polls" march hosted by Democratic Georgia
gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams in downtown Atlanta on Oct. 28. Alongside artist Common and Ambassador Andrew
Young, Abrams marched with voters to a polling station in downtown Atlanta.
Jessica McGowan/Getty Images

Updated at 12:30 p.m. ET

In the final days ahead of potentially pivotal midterm elections, activists are working

to get voters to the polls who ordinarily might not show up when the presidency

doesn't hang in the balance.
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Donors have poured millions of dollars into efforts to turn out more African-

Americans, Hispanics and young people for the 2018 elections.

With early voting under way in many states, there are signs that these efforts may be

paying off.

"We're seeing indications that younger people, persons of color are voting at higher

rates relative to 2014," said Michael McDonald, a political science professor at the

University of Florida.

McDonald pointed to the race for Georgia governor as an example. He said the

campaign for Democratic candidate Stacey Abrams had focused heavily on getting

African-Americans and other likely supporters to vote early by mail.

"We could actually see that African-Americans were making up an unusually large

proportion of the mail ballots in Georgia," McDonald said.

As of Thursday, at least 20 states have already surpassed their vote totals for the entire

early voting period in 2014, according to McDonald.

Billy Wimsatt is the executive director of Movement Voter Project, an organization

that allows donors to support local groups focused on increasing voting among young

people and in communities of color year-round.

Groups that know their communities intimately can make a big difference in

motivating people who usually don't vote to get to the polls, according to Wimsatt.

POLITICS

Trump Denies 'Fearmongering' With Immigration Rhetoric Ahead Of The Election

POLITICS

Jimmy Carter Calls For Georgia Secretary Of State's Resignation In Personal Plea

Case 4:19-cv-13341-SDD-RSW   ECF No. 72-9   filed 06/12/20    PageID.1390    Page 3 of 6

https://twitter.com/ElectProject/status/1058089144470126594
https://movement.vote/
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/31/662560162/in-campaign-sprint-trump-focus-on-immigration-not-a-winner-for-all-gop-candidate
https://www.npr.org/sections/elections/
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/31/662560162/in-campaign-sprint-trump-focus-on-immigration-not-a-winner-for-all-gop-candidate
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/29/661727605/jimmy-carter-calls-for-georgia-secretary-of-states-resignation-in-personal-plea
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/29/661727605/jimmy-carter-calls-for-georgia-secretary-of-states-resignation-in-personal-plea


6/11/2020 Groups Work To Get Young People, Minorities To The Polls Before 2018 Election : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/02/662273990/in-final-stretch-groups-work-to-get-young-people-minorities-to-the-polls 3/16

"They just need to hear from someone they trust or someone locally who's going to

help them close the deal," Wimsatt said.

The project has provided more than $10 million to more than 300 groups in 40 states

ahead of the midterms this year.

As the election nears, Wimsatt said the project is focused on filling budget gaps for

these local groups during this critical period: paying for more canvassers and vans to

transport people and other things needed during the final push to get out the vote.

"You can scale that up really fast ... $10,000 could pay for 50 additional people getting

out the vote in a community," he said.

Voter turnout usually drops off in non-presidential election years, and that drop off is

even more steep among minorities and young voters.

But this year, activists argue that President Trump's polarizing policies and rhetoric

are energizing people who might not normally vote.

"There really is a different sense of urgency and a different sense of what's at stake,"

said Adrianne Shropshire, executive director of BlackPAC, which works to mobilize

African-American voters. "People understand the country to be in crisis right now.

And their response is to say I'm going to participate."
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Democratic Georgia gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams and Grammy-winning artist Common lead voters during a "Souls
to The Polls" march in downtown Atlanta on Oc. 28. The march went from Underground Atlanta to the Fulton County
Government Center polling station open for early voting.
Jessica McGowan/Getty Images

BlackPAC is spending about $8 million in 10 states on radio and mail ads. Its affiliated

social welfare organization, Black Progressive Action Coalition (BPAC), is spending an

additional $6 million on a nonpartisan field program, with at least 1,500 canvassers.

The push to improve turnout comes as concerns about voter suppression are rampant

in states like Georgia, where tens of thousands of voters have been purged from voter

rolls and voting rights lawsuits have been filed.

Shropshire says reports of voter suppression are making some people more

determined to vote.
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"People are angry at the thought that in 2018 there are forces that are still trying to

disenfranchise black communities," she said. "The challenge is that people need

information ... about what to do if they are somehow being blocked from voting."

Ultimately, the final verdict on turnout will be rendered on Election Day. But,

McDonald said the high levels of early voting, when taken together with other

information gleaned from special elections and polling, seem to point to an increase in

voting overall.

"All the information that's available to us points to an exceptionally high turnout

midterm election, at least in modern history," he said.
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