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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

Priorities USA, Rise, Inc., and the
Detroit/Downriver Chapter of the A. NO. 19-13341
Philip Randolph Institute,
JUDGE STEPHANIE DAWKINS
Plaintiffs, DAVIS

V. MAGISTRATE JUDGE R.
STEVEN WHALEN
Dana Nessel, in her official capacity as

Attorney General of the State of DECLARATION OF ANDREA
Michigan, HUNTER IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A
Defendant, PRELIMINARY AND

PERMANENT INJUNCTION
and

Republican National Committee,
Michigan Republican Party, Michigan
House of Representatives, and Michigan
Senate,

Intervenor- Defendants.

I, Andrea Hunter, declare as follows:

1. My name is Andrea Hunter. | am currently the President of the A. Philip
Randolph Institute’s Detroit/Downriver Chapter, as well as President of United
Steelworkers Local 1299.

2. The A. Philip Randolph Institute (APRI) is the senior constituency

group of the AFL-CIO. APRI was founded in 1965 by A. Philip Randolph and
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Bayard Rustin to fight for human equality and economic justice and to seek
structural changes through the American democratic process. The
Detroit/Downriver Chapter of APRI serves the Downriver and Detroit areas of
Michigan.

3. The Detroit/Downriver Chapter of APRI formed in June 2012 and now
has 78 members, the majority of whom are people of color, who typically meet on a
monthly basis. Its Executive Board, which voted to join this litigation, is made up of
9 members.

4, When APRI members conduct voter engagement work, we are not only
facilitating individuals’ access to the ballot, but also expressing to people in our
community that voting is an important way to make positive change. Since the
Detroit/Downriver Chapter of APRI formed eight years ago, we have built a
reputation for spreading the message of encouraging civic participation. When we
provide rides to the polls or assistance with absentee voting, we intend to convey
that voting is important to us and that it should be to our community as well.

5. Part of APRI’s mission is to turn out voters across Detroit and
Downriver, especially voters who may not vote without APRI’s assistance.
Therefore, APRI regularly works with and advocates for the needs of individuals

with disabilities and individuals with limited English proficiency. Because APRI is
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well known and has roots in the community, voters trust APRI to provide assistance
with voting, and the same voters return to seek assistance from year to year.

6. Some of APRI’s members themselves have disabilities and rely on
APRI for assistance in voting. One of our dues-paying members, Cameron
Randolph, is autistic and depends on APRI to take him to and from the polls. He is
not able to catch the bus because he gets disorientated, cannot drive due to his
disabilities, and has trouble navigating ride-share apps. He cannot vote absentee
because he would need assistance from APRI to request a ballot. APRI brings this
lawsuit on behalf of Mr. Randolph and all of our dues-paying members with
disabilities who rely on APRI for assistance with voting.

7. We also have relationships with individuals outside our membership
who have disabilities. Many of them cannot get themselves to the polls to vote in
person because they are physically unable to drive themselves or because they do
not have convenient access to public transportation. Therefore, they rely on APRI
for rides to the polls. They would rely on APRI for assistance with requesting an
absentee ballot if such assistance were legal.

8. APRI also provides ongoing assistance to individuals with limited
English proficiency in the large Spanish- and Arabic- speaking populations in our
community. With regard to voting specifically, these individuals face significant

barriers that we attempt to break down by offering information about voting in their
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native languages—through voter education campaigns, voter registration efforts,
traditional get-out-the-vote activities like phone banking and knocking on doors, and
connecting voters to translation services at the polls on Election Day.

9. Due to APRI’s existing relationships with individual voters in the
community, many of whom have limited English proficiency or have disabilities,
such individuals rely on APRI to advocate for their needs, connect them to relevant
services, and facilitate their civic participation. It is based on these relationships, in
addition to protecting its ability to continue its work, that APRI brings this lawsuit.

10. Many of the voters that APRI serves are some of the most vulnerable
individuals in the community, and they suffer disproportionately from limited
financial resources and time as well as low levels of English literacy and education.
Because of these challenges, they face practical obstacles to bringing lawsuits on
their own and rely on APRI to advocate for their interests.

| certify under penalty of perjury and pursuant to the laws of the United States
that the preceding is true and correct.

Executed on June H , 2020.

By: @wﬁm Kunter

S4AFBEDECABA463..

Andrea Hunter/President
Detroit/Downriver A. Philip Randolph Institute




