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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ATLANTA DIVISION
RHONDA J. MARTIN, et al.
CIVIL ACTION FILE
Plaintiffs,
NO. 1:18-CV-4776-LMM
V.

BRIAN KEMP, in his official

capacity as Secretary of State of
Georgia, et al.

B T I N . e W

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF CHRIS HARVEY

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, CHRIS HARVEY, Elections Director in
the office of the Secretary of State for the State of Georgia, declares as
follows:

I I make this Declaration in support of a response by Secretary of State
Brian Kemp to a motion for a temporary restraining order in the above-styled
matter of Martin, et al. v. Brian Kemp (Civil Action No. 1:18-cv-04776-LMM).
2. I have been the State of Georgia’s Elections Director since July 2015.
From August 2007 to July 2015, I was the Chief Investigator and Deputy

Inspector General for the Secretary of State’s office, investigating, amongst



Case 1:18-cv-04776-LMM Document 52-1 Filed 11/12/18 Page 2 of 4

other things, potential violation of state election law. For over a decade, I
have acquired first-hand knowledge of Georgia’s election processes at both
the state and county level.

3. Georgia law requires county superintendents to certify their returns no
later than by the Monday following the election and immediately transmit
| the returns to the Secretary of State. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-493(k). See also
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-497(a)(4). This year, since Monday, November 12, 2018 is a
federal holiday, the deadline for certification is Tuesday, November 13, 2018.
4. The Secretary of State then certifies the returns for all counties; thus,
certifying the returns statewide. While the Secretary of State has until
November 20, 2018 to certify the results, our office generally certifies the
return one or two days after receiving the counties’ certified returns,
especially when there are runoff elections to prepare for.

5. Timely certification is critically important because a number of other
processes cannot happen until counties certify their election results. The
Secretary of State cannot certify results until all of the counties certify first.
Election challenges and recount requests also require the county
superintendents and the Secretary of State to certify the results before those
processes can begin. See O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-495(c) and 21-2-524(a). Any change

in final vote counts after a recount will require recertification, thereby
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further delaying the process. Finally, with any potential run-off election set
by law for 28 days after the election, certified results are needed in order for:
a. Electronic ballot databases to be built for any run-off. 0.C.G.A. §
21-2-501(a).
b. Electronic ballots to be proofed, which generally requires
multiple back and forth between the county and Secretary of
State’s office as errors are discovered.
c. Paper ballots to be proofed (same as above).
d. Sufficient paper ballots to be ordered, printed, and delivered.
Delays in this process will lead to delays in counties sending out
absentee ballots and make it much more difficult for UOCAVA
(overseas and military) voters to timely receive their absentee
ballot and return it in time for the runoff.
e. Scheduling and posting notice of mandated Logic & Accuracy
testing of all voting machines to be used for advance voting and
Election Day.
f. Conducting Logic & Accuracy testing for advance voting and
Election Day.
6. Early voting begins as soon as possible prior to a runoff from a general

election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1). Any delay in certification, even a day,
-3.
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may likely have a direct impact on the number of early voting days provided
for a runoff.

T Currently, it appears that there will be statewide runoffs in every
county in the state as well as local election runoffs on December 4 in Monroe,
Habersham, Banks, Stephens, Coweta, Worth, Quitman, Camden, Richmond,
Brantley, Pulaski, and Turner counties. Efficient administration of each of

these elections will be interrupted if certification is delayed.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the
best of my ability.

Executed this | 2 day of November, 2018. 4(
CHRIS HARVEY

Elections Director, in the office of
the Secretary of State for the State
of Georgia




