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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ATLANTA DIVISION

RHONDA J. MARTIN, et al.,

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

BRIAN KEMP, et al.

           Defendants.

Civil Action No.: 1:18-cv-04776-
LMM 

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF LYNN LEDFORD

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Lynn Ledford, make the following 

declaration:

1.

My name is Lynn Ledford. I am the Director of Registration and 

Elections/Directora de Elecciones for Gwinnett County, Georgia. I have previously 

filed a declaration on October 22, 2018 in Ga. Muslim Voter Project v. Kemp, case 

number 1:18-cv-04789-LMM and a supplemental declaration in this case [Doc. 24-

1]. This second supplemental declaration discusses the issues raised in response to 

the Plaintiffs’ Amended Emergency Motion for Temporary Restraining Order and 

proposed Plaintiff-Intervenors’ various motions. [Docs. 44, 45].
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2.

Plaintiffs claim that there is “more than enough time” for Gwinnett County

to count the previously rejected absentee ballots before the certification deadline.

[Doc. 42-1, p. 5].

3.

That is not the case. Each absentee ballot would have to be opened and 

reviewed by staff. Many absentee ballots have errors on them that require ballot 

duplication in order to tabulate the votes. The duplication process outlined in 

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-483(f) takes several manual steps to prepare ballots for 

tabulation. It is a time-consuming process that my staff has been engaged in for 

several days with the provisional ballots that still remain to be tabulated.

4.

The Gwinnett BORE staff has been working nearly around the clock to 

complete the duplication and tabulation processes, especially given the high 

numbers of absentee and provisional ballots this year.

5.

The Gwinnett BORE meeting on certification is scheduled for 2:00pm on 

November 13, 2018. The Board set that time because my staff must prepare the 

vote totals for consideration by the Board.
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6.

There is no way for my staff to open, duplicate, and count all of the absentee 

ballots we have previously rejected in time for the certification deadline at 5:00pm 

on Tuesday. 

7.

The only way my staff could count the previously rejected absentee ballots 

is if the certification deadline was extended for several days.

8.

My office does not begin preparing ballots for the runoff election until after 

certification by the Secretary of State.

9.

Almost a week of the four-week period for the runoff has already elapsed, 

and so getting absentee ballots out to voters who wish to vote in the runoff and 

preparing for early voting in the runoff are tasks my staff must turn to immediately 

after certification. Every day certification is delayed is another day we cannot send 

absentee ballots out to voters who wish to vote in the runoff. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 12th day of November, 2018.

_________________________
Lynn Ledford
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