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From: Voter <Voter@forsythco.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 6:53 PM
To: Marshall, Brian (WDC); Voter
Cc: Spencer Smith; Poston, Elizabeth P.  (WDC); Smith, K'Shaani (WDC)
Subject: RE: Request Pursuant to Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70 et seq.
Attachments: 11-06-2018 Certification Meeting of 11-06-2018 General and Special Elections.docx

I an attaching of the minutes from the certification meeting of November 9, 2019.  I have the recorded minute, but it will 
not accept all of them due to size.  If you would like to have a copy of the recorded minutes if you would like I can 
download to a CD for your to pick up. 
 
 
I am confirming with this email that Forsyth County does not reject absentee ballots based solely on missing information 
on the Ballot return envelope such as address or date/year of birth.  If the signature on the oath matches the signature 
on the voter registration records we have the ballot is accepted.  If the signature on the oath is missing or does not 
match the signature on the voter registration record we have on file we try and contact the voters.  If they have given us 
a phone number or email we contact them to asked them to come in to sign the oath or request that they cancel the 
ballot we have and send them a new one.  If no phone or email is provided we send them a letter information them 
what needs to be done to make their ballot count.  These ballots are not rejected until after the election is over. 
 
If you have further question please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
‐Barb 
 
Barbara Luth | Director, Voter Registrations and Elections Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections 
1201 Sawnee Drive | Cumming, Georgia 30040 
(  fax forsythco.com | Your Community. Your Future. 
This email message is delivered from a Forsyth County government email account and therefore may be subject to 
disclosure under the State Open Records Act O.C.G.A 50‐18‐70, et. seq. Any response to this email may also be subject in 
whole or part to production under the State Open Records Act. That fact notwithstanding, and because this email may 
otherwise contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended recipient you should not read, 
disseminate, distribute or copy this email or attachments. If you have received this email in error, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete this email and attachments from your system. 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Marshall, Brian (Perkins Coie) <BMarshall@perkinscoie.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 4:07 PM 
To: Voter <Voter@forsythco.com> 
Cc: Spencer Smith <spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com>; Poston, Elizabeth P. (Perkins Coie) 
<EPoston@perkinscoie.com>; Smith, K'Shaani (Perkins Coie) <KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com> 
Subject: Re: Request Pursuant to Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50‐18‐70 et seq. 
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Thank you! And we should expect an email this afternoon confirming that Forsyth County does not reject based 
absentee ballots based on address or Date/Year of Birth on the oath? Can you also include that you call absentee voters 
who do not sign the oath to inform them of what they must do for their vote to count? 
 
Brian Simmonds Marshall 
Counsel, Perkins Coie LLP 

 
 

bmarshall@perkinscoie.com 
 
> On Nov 14, 2018, at 3:59 PM, Voter <Voter@forsythco.com> wrote: 
> 
> I am attaching the scans now. 
> 
> 
> ‐Barb 
> 
> Barbara Luth | Director, Voter Registrations and Elections Forsyth  
> County Voter Registrations & Elections 
> 1201 Sawnee Drive | Cumming, Georgia 30040 
>   fax  
> forsythco.com<https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http‐
3A__www.forsythco.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=XRWvQHnpdBDRh‐
yzrHjqLpXuHNC_9nanQc6pPG_SpT0&r=zSLm8E024aJOINxEPWBhlImPLyPvyvrb7vyp5LC097M&m=e5kD_ih8DxyK3eE9_v6
3IrmbpxPYZjVu4Et_CjVDtlQ&s=1eSYytD3ShGhP07DHTnht01UmkMZXdn_4eeTeWTvS9g&e=> | Your Community. Your 
Future. 
> This email message is delivered from a Forsyth County government email account and therefore may be subject to 
disclosure under the State Open Records Act O.C.G.A 50‐18‐70, et. seq. Any response to this email may also be subject in 
whole or part to production under the State Open Records Act. That fact notwithstanding, and because this email may 
otherwise contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended recipient you should not read, 
disseminate, distribute or copy this email or attachments. If you have received this email in error, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete this email and attachments from your system. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> From: Marshall, Brian (Perkins Coie) <BMarshall@perkinscoie.com> 
> Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 3:43 PM 
> To: Spencer Smith <spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com> 
> Cc: Voter <Voter@forsythco.com>; Poston, Elizabeth P. (Perkins Coie)  
> <EPoston@perkinscoie.com>; Smith, K'Shaani (Perkins Coie)  
> <KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com> 
> Subject: Re: Request Pursuant to Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50‐18‐70 et seq. 
> 
> Ms. Luth, 
> 
> Have you sent the scans? I have not received anything this afternoon, and want to make sure there isn’t a difficulty 
with the size of the files. 
> 
> Brian Simmonds Marshall 
> Counsel, Perkins Coie LLP 
>   
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>   
> bmarshall@perkinscoie.com<mailto:bmarshall@perkinscoie.com> 
> 
> On Nov 14, 2018, at 12:54 PM, Spencer Smith 
<spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com<mailto:spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com>> wrote: 
> Ms Luth you told me that y’all checked with the post offices on Election Day to make sure there weren’t more to be 
counted, correct? 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Nov 14, 2018, at 12:42 PM, Voter <Voter@forsythco.com<mailto:Voter@forsythco.com>> wrote: 
> I need a clarification as to if you want the ballots that were received after election day.  These were rejected due to 
our not receiving them by 7pm on Election Day. 
> 
> 
> ‐Barb 
> 
> Barbara Luth | Director, Voter Registrations and Elections Forsyth  
> County Voter Registrations & Elections 
> 1201 Sawnee Drive | Cumming, Georgia 30040 
>   fax  
> forsythco.com<https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http‐
3A__www.forsythco.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=XRWvQHnpdBDRh‐
yzrHjqLpXuHNC_9nanQc6pPG_SpT0&r=zSLm8E024aJOINxEPWBhlImPLyPvyvrb7vyp5LC097M&m=aKjrD3vi1voffguDO9Hr
6KFydOG6rdDXposT3lv_P6U&s=i4AioDbGmqdbY5EecZpGNF‐fBFsiStnlPyNwD40ht_w&e=> | Your Community. Your 
Future. 
> This email message is delivered from a Forsyth County government email account and therefore may be subject to 
disclosure under the State Open Records Act O.C.G.A 50‐18‐70, et. seq. Any response to this email may also be subject in 
whole or part to production under the State Open Records Act. That fact notwithstanding, and because this email may 
otherwise contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended recipient you should not read, 
disseminate, distribute or copy this email or attachments. If you have received this email in error, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete this email and attachments from your system. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> From: Spencer Smith  
> <spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com<mailto:spencersmith@carolyn4congres 
> s.com>> 
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2018 6:16 PM 
> To: Voter <Voter@forsythco.com<mailto:Voter@forsythco.com>> 
> Cc: Marshall, Brian (Perkins Coie)  
> <BMarshall@perkinscoie.com<mailto:BMarshall@perkinscoie.com>>; Poston,  
> Elizabeth P. (Perkins Coie)  
> <EPoston@perkinscoie.com<mailto:EPoston@perkinscoie.com>>; Smith,  
> K'Shaani (Perkins Coie)  
> <KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com<mailto:KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com>> 
> Subject: Re: Request Pursuant to Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50‐18‐70 et seq. 
> 
> Ms Luth ‐ 
> 
>  Thank you for speaking with me today. 
> 
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>  I haven’t heard from your attorneys today. What we are trying to get information on is essentially a follow up to what 
you told me today ‐ that Forsyth doesn’t reject absentee ballots for year of birth issues or mistaken addresses as long as 
it’s signed and you can determine who it is, and also that your office makes efforts to call or contact voters who fail to 
sign before they’re rejected so they can fix the issue. 
> 
>  Of course you should run it by your legal team, but we are flexible on our request and how it’s best for you to get it. 
we’re requesting either a list of the absentee ballots that were rejected with the reason why or a statement about your 
policy. We could come up there and record a statement  or get an affidavit, or whatever is easiest for you. 
> 
>  We also want to unobtrusively view the envelopes of any rejected absentee ballots and take pictures. We could come 
there and photograph them at your convenience. 
> 
>  Also we requested at the hearing a copy of the minutes and the recording of the meeting. Can I re‐up that request 
please(if your lawyers need it, consider this an open records request)? 
> 
>  Again thank you for your public service and being so helpful. 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Nov 13, 2018, at 11:18 AM, Voter <Voter@forsythco.com<mailto:Voter@forsythco.com>> wrote: 
> Mr Spencer,  I have forwarded the open records request to our Legal Council. 
> 
> They will be getting a response back to you. 
> 
> ‐Barb 
> 
> Barbara Luth | Director, Voter Registrations and Elections Forsyth  
> County Voter Registrations & Elections 
> 1201 Sawnee Drive | Cumming, Georgia 30040 
>   fax  
> forsythco.com<https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http‐
3A__www.forsythco.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=XRWvQHnpdBDRh‐
yzrHjqLpXuHNC_9nanQc6pPG_SpT0&r=zSLm8E024aJOINxEPWBhlImPLyPvyvrb7vyp5LC097M&m=aKjrD3vi1voffguDO9Hr
6KFydOG6rdDXposT3lv_P6U&s=i4AioDbGmqdbY5EecZpGNF‐fBFsiStnlPyNwD40ht_w&e=> | Your Community. Your 
Future. 
> This email message is delivered from a Forsyth County government email account and therefore may be subject to 
disclosure under the State Open Records Act O.C.G.A 50‐18‐70, et. seq. Any response to this email may also be subject in 
whole or part to production under the State Open Records Act. That fact notwithstanding, and because this email may 
otherwise contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended recipient you should not read, 
disseminate, distribute or copy this email or attachments. If you have received this email in error, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete this email and attachments from your system. 
> 
> 
> From: Marshall, Brian (Perkins Coie)  
> <BMarshall@perkinscoie.com<mailto:BMarshall@perkinscoie.com>> 
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2018 9:40 AM 
> To: Voter <Voter@forsythco.com<mailto:Voter@forsythco.com>> 
> Cc:  
> spencersmith@carolyn4congress.com<mailto:spencersmith@carolyn4congress 
> .com>; Poston, Elizabeth P. (Perkins Coie)  
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> <EPoston@perkinscoie.com<mailto:EPoston@perkinscoie.com>>; Smith,  
> K'Shaani (Perkins Coie)  
> <KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com<mailto:KShaaniSmith@perkinscoie.com>> 
> Subject: Request Pursuant to Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50‐18‐70 et seq. 
> Importance: High 
> 
> Supervisor Luth, 
> 
> Please see attached a letter from Spencer Smith requesting immediate access to documents pursuant to the Georgia 
Open Records Act. 
> 
> Brian Marshall | Perkins Coie LLP 
> COUNSEL 
> 700 Thirteenth Street, N.W. Suite 600 
> Washington, DC 20005‐3960 
>   
> E. BMarshall@perkinscoie.com<mailto:%20BMarshall@perkinscoie.com> 
> 
> 
> ________________________________ 
> 
> NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, 
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or 
disclosing the contents. Thank you. 
> 
> ________________________________ 
> 
> NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, 
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or 
disclosing the contents. Thank you. 
> <Oath not signed by voter birthdate redacted File 2.pdf> <Oath not  
> signed by voter File 1.pdf> <Oath signature does not match  
> registration signatures on file File 3.pdf> <Provisional ballots that  
> had until Nov 9 to comply with injunction due to non match file 4.pdf>  
> <UOCAVA Ballot oath not signed by voter File 5.pdf> 
 
________________________________ 
 
NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, 
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or 
disclosing the contents. Thank you. 
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Forsyth County Board of Registrations and Elections 
November 6, 2018 General and Special Elections 

Certification Meeting 
November 9, 2018 at 4:30pm 

Voter Registrations and Elections Office 
1210 Sawnee Drive 

Cumming, GA 30040 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Present at the meeting:  
Donald Glover, Chairman 
Matthew Blender, Vice Chairman 
Joel E Natt, Secretary 
Randy Ingram, Assistant Secretary 
Carla Radzikinas 
Barbara Luth, Director, Voter Registrations and Elections 
Mandi Smith, Deputy Director, Voter Registrations and Elections 

 Marc Morris, House District 26 Representative 
 Abby Abiees, with Carolyn Bourdeaux 
 Kathlene Kraynide, Connect the Dots 
 Anna Doll, Comment the Dots, Forsyth County Democrats 
 Noah Dion, DCLC 
 Spencer Smith, Carolyn for Congress 
 Latresha Jackson, FCGDP 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The meeting opened in the Board room.  Given the number of attendees, the meeting will be 
moved to the larger Training room.  Before adjourning to the larger room Joel asked that we set 
rules for the observers that they need to address the Chairman prior to speaking.   

Joel made a motion to recess to the larger room at 4:32pm. Matt SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously.  Meeting resumed in the larger room at 4:38pm.  

PURPOSE OF MEETING 

The purpose of this meeting is to review provisional ballots, process provisional ballot(s), and 
certify the November 6, 2018, General and Special Elections. Barb reported that we researched 
all of the ballots and made phone calls to those that needed to supply us with ID. Mandi 
distributed provisional lists to the Board for review. 
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UOCAVA BALLOT REPORT.  Barb explained to the guests what UOCAVA voters are.  We 
have received 7 UOCAVA electronic ballots and one FWAB UOCACA ballot which were all 
postmarked by Tuesday November 6, 2018. Joel made a motion to turn the 7 UOCAVA Ballots 
over to the staff for duplication.  Matt SECONDED. Approved unanimously.  Joel asked for 
clarification on the FWAB being covered under the UOCAVA clause.  The FWAB is a write-in 
ballot for those military/overseas voters that did not receive their ballot in time. Joel made a 
motion to turn the FWAB ballot over to the staff for duplication.  Matt SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 

REVIEW OF PROVISIONAL BALLOT(S): Barb presented two absentee ballots marked IDR 
that contained the identification needed in the outer envelope.  Randy made a motion to accept 
the two IDR absentee ballots.  Joel SECONDED. Approved unanimously.    

Mandi turned the first 29 provisional ballots listed over to the Board to be accepted as OP-Out of 
Precinct provisional ballots.  These are voters that voted in the wrong poll, but who are registered 
to vote in Forsyth County.  Their registered address is the same as the address on their voter 
certificate.  These ballots will need to be duplicated so the voter’s receive credit at the precinct 
where they are registered to vote. Joel made a motion to approve the staff recommendation to 
approve the 29 OP ballots and that they be turned over to the staff for duplication.  Randy 
SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next list is 21 OP/PR-Out of Precinct/PR with address changes provisional ballots.  These 
are voters that have updates to their voter registration address.  They did not vote in the Forsyth 
precinct where they are currently registered.  Joel made a motion to approve the staff 
recommendation to approve the 21 OP/PR provisional ballots and that they be turned over to the 
staff for duplication. Randy SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next provisional ballot for review was cast by Juan Salazar.  There was a mistake when his 
address as registered was entered in the system – a difference between Road and Circle-- which   
registered him in another location.  Joel made a motion to accept his ballot and have it tabulated. 
Randy SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next 4 provisional ballots the staff recommended the Board accept were coded as PI Photo 
Identification required provisional ballots.  The voter needed to present photo identification in 
order for their ballots to count.  These voters did provide their identification prior to Friday at 
5pm.  Matt made a motion we accept the recommendation of the staff for the 4 PI voters. Joel 
SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next voter on the list was a PR provisional voter who did answer yes to the question of ‘do 
you want to register to vote?’ at the Department of Driver Services, but the Voter Registration 
Application did not appear on our ElectioNet dashboard for processing.  Joel made a motion we 
accept the provisional ballot of Joseph Patton.  Matt SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

William Hudson and Lacy Shadburn voted PI-photo identification required provisional ballots 
but did not provide their ID prior to 5pm on Friday, November 9, 2018.  Randy made a motion to 
reject these two ballots. Matt SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 
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The next 5 voters voted provisional ballots however they are registered in other counties in the 
state.  After some discussion, Joel made a motion to reject these 5 provisional ballots. Matt 
SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next provisional ballot for review on the list was cast by Shanita Jewell.  This voter was in 
cancelled status due to a felony. Barb confirmed the felony status with the voter by phone.  
Although she did not commit the felony in the state of Georgia she is completing her service in 
Georgia. Randy made a motion to reject Shanita Jewell’s ballot as recommended by the staff.  
Donald SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The next list of provisional ballots for review contains the names of 26 voters that are classified 
as PR provisional ballots.  After researching these voters, we could not find where they had 
registered in Forsyth County by the deadline. Research included verifying the Motor Voter 
Confirmation page at the Department of Driver Services and looking at all ElectioNet audit 
history.  Mandi went over the reasons for the recommendations of the staff to reject the names on 
the list. Joel made a motion to reject the voters on this list with the exception of Thomas Cline, 
John Haughwout and Stephen Salmieri in order to discuss further.  Matt SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 

Randy made a motion to reject the provisional ballot of Thomas Cline because the information 
available shows he has a felony status.  However, the information is confusing as there are 
discrepancies in the matches between the data at the State and the Clerk of Court.  Joel 
SECONDED.  Matt requested the rejection letter to the voter discuss the discrepancies as well as 
asks the voter to help clear up this matter prior to a possible December 4, 2018 Runoff.  
Approved unanimously. 

Mandi checked further for Mr. Haughwout’s address and did not find any issues. Carla made a 
motion to reject John Haughwout’s provisional ballot as it shows he is registered in Cherokee 
County.  Randy SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The research for the provisional ballot issued to Stephen Salmieri was discussed.  There were 
two records from the Motor Voter Confirmation page at the Department of Driver Services on 
the same day.  We believe this voter’s record should have been transferred back to Forsyth 
County; however, the Voter Registration Application did not appear on our Dashboard at the 
time.   Matt made a motion to accept his ballot. Randy SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

At 7:10 the Board took a 5-minute recess. 

The next 26 provisional absentee ballots listed contained signature discrepancies.  Joel made 
motion to split the report based on Provisional Ballot types.  Carla SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 

Brigette Amer and Eric Molitoris did comply with the injunction regarding signature 
discrepancies on absentee ballots and provided a new registration form to us with an updated 
signature.  The staff is recommending we accept these two provisional absentee ballots.  Joel 
made a motion to accept Ms. Amer and Mr. Molitoris ballots.  Randy SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 
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The next provisional absentee ballot discussed was a UOCAVA ballot where the signature on the 
Oath of Elector did not match the voter registration signatures that we have on file.  Mandi did 
ask for a new registration be sent to us electronically, however the voter did not comply with the 
request.  Donald made a motion to reject Christine McDonnell’s provisional absentee ballot.  
Matt SECONDED. Approved unanimously. 

The Board looked at the remaining provisional absentee ballots issued for non-signature matches 
on the list.  The staff had provided copies of signatures that we have on file.  After checking 
several of the pieces of documentation provided by the staff, the Board asked Barb what her 
recommendation was on the remaining provisional voters listed.  Barb recommended that the 
Board reject the signatures that do not match as several staff members checked these signatures 
and are in agreement that they do not match.  Randy made a motion that after check several of 
the signatures we reject ballots because the signatures do not match.  Donald SECONDED. 
Approved unanimously. 

Joel asked that we send specific instructions to these voters requesting phone and email 
information so that we have a better way to contact them in the future so that this does not 
happen again. 

The meeting was suspended at 7:45pm so the Board could review the duplicated ballots and all 
accepted ballots could be processed in order to complete the certification. 

The Board came back to order at 8:59pm to review the reports and sign the three Certification 
Forms.  The Certification Forms as for as follows: one is for the candidates and statewide 
questions.  The second one is for the Special Elections for the SPLOST and the Brunch Bill.  The 
third is for the Write-in candidates.  The staff will need to review all mail in ballots and the 
reports from the touchscreen units for the certified write-in candidates. 

Joel made a motion to certify the Special Elections first. The SPLOST passed with 89,251 total 
votes: 57,935 64.91% for and 31,316 35.09% against and the Brunch Bill passed with 91,382 
total votes: 58,689 64.22% for and 32,693 35,78% against. Carla SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 

Stephen Smith asked that the Board postpone the Certification of the Election until after the 
signature non-matches have been resolved.  Joel read the injunction that stated the voters had 
until Friday at 5pm to resolve these issues.  The Board continued the meeting. 

Joel made a motion to certify the election results for Forsyth County with 143,680 active 
registered voters and a total of 93,529 cards cast for a 65.10% turnout. Randy SECONDED. 
Approved unanimously. 

Carla made a motion to suspend the reading of the report.  Matt SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 

Joel made a motion to certify the write in ballots with permission for the Director to prepare the 
report.  Donald SECONDED. Approved unanimously.  The Board signed the Certification 
forms.   
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ADJOURN 
 
Carla made motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:13pm.  Joel SECONDED. Approved 
unanimously. 
 
The above and foregoing minutes are hereby certified as being correct and ordered  
recorded. 
 
              
Donald Glover, Chairman  
 
 
      
Matthew Blender, Vice Chairman  
 
 
      
Joel E. Natt, Secretary 
 
 
       
Randy Ingram, Assistant Secretary 
 
 
       
Carla Radzikinas 
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