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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT NORTHERN
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA — TALLAHASSEE DIVISION

NANCY CAROLA
JACOBSON, et al.,

Plaintiffs, Civil Action No. 18-cv-262 RH/CAS

KENNETH DETZNER, in his official
capacity as Florida Secretary of State

Defendant.

AFFIDAVIT OF MICHAEL BARNETT

I, Michael Barnett, according to 28 U.S.C. 1746, hereby state:

1. My name is Michael Barnett. I am over 18 years of age, am competent to
testify, and declare that the following facts are based on my personal
knowledge.

2. Ireside in Boca Raton, Florida, and I am a Florida lawyer in private practice.

3. I have been the Chairman of the Palm Beach County Republican Party since
2014. I was first elected to the Republican Executive Committee in 2010.

4. T have been the head of the Republican Party of Florida’s Minority
Engagement Committee, and served as a delegate to the 2016 Republican

National Convention.
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5. T'have been involved in political activism since my time as a member of the
College Republicans and Young Republicans, and grew up in Palm Beach
County.

6. Based on my personal experience and involvement with campaigns, I am
aware and am personally familiar with the challenge of running campaigns
and in the administration of elections.

7. Iam familiar with the current lawsuit that aims to seek a court order rotating
ballots by precinct throughout the state of Florida.

8. Even under Florida’s current system, without adding ballot rotation as an
additional consideration, I want to highlight for the Court some of the
examples of challenges that have occurred in election administration in Palm
Beach County just in the last ten years.

9. Here are some examples, by year, with citations to newspaper articles that
outline issues:

a. 2016 - Two precincts from Delray Beach were delayed 2 days

reporting due to human error (See http://www.sun-

sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-palm-election-results-recap-

201603 16-story.html) (Visited July 6, 2018)

b. 2016 - More than 2000 people had to cast provisional ballots in

primary because system didn’t show them registered with a political
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party (See http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-palm-

dmyv-voting-folo-20160322-story.html) (Visited July 6, 2018)

c. 2012 - Palm Beach County experienced two absentee ballot printing
errors — one involved 27,000 absentee ballots missing a header and
one involved 500 absentee ballots printed with other mistakes

(http://wlm.org/post/palm-beach-county-dogged-ballot-printing-

problems) (Visited July 6, 2018)
d. 2012 — Wrong winners were initially declared in Wellington because
voting machines had been incorrectly programmed in two out of three

races (See https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/recount-shows-

wrong-winners-declared-two-wellington-election-

races/ZYKE3PtINmVzMiDgXevdgFJ/) (Visited July 6, 2018)

€. 2008 — More than 3,000 ballots “disappeared” between election night

and the recount, blamed in part on machine issues (See

https:// www.wired.com/2008/09/3400-ballots-mi/) (Visited July 6,

2018)
10. Switching ballots by precinct will also complicate the campaigns of

political party committees.
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11.“Sample ballots” for the Republican Party’s candidates are often distributed
by volunteers on election day at polling places throughout Palm Beach
County.

12.1If the ballots are different from precinct to precinct, this complicates the
production and distribution of sample ballots, and for volunteers who serve
at more than one polling place throughout the course of a day, this brings the
risk of human error if they accidentally distributed the sample ballot for
precinct A while at Precinct B or vice versa.

13.Based on my experience as the Palm Beach County GOP Chairman, I
believe that changing the ordering of ballots at this stage complicates the

role that political parties have historically played in Florida’s elections.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Signed: July 11, 2018

Michael Barnett

Boca Raton, FL
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