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County of Bucks

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
55 East Court Street, Doylestown, PA 18901
Phone: 215-348-6464 Fax: 267-885-1654
EMAIL: Solicitor@buckscounty.org

County Solicitor Assistant County Solicitor
JOSEPH J. KHAN Stuart Wilder
215-340-8003

swilderi@buckscounty.org

March 20, 2020

Robert D. Popper

c/o Judicial Watch ,

425 Third Street, SW
Suite 800

Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mr. Popper:
This is in response to your March 9, 2020 letter.

I ask your patience awaiting for a point by point response. Your letter came eight days before
a special election in a legislative house district to fill a vacancy. This election came amidst the
purchase and receipt of hundreds of new machines the County purchased to comply with a November,
2019 state law, requiring the Board of Elections to become familiar with the programming of the
equipment, training staff and voters to use them (they differ significantly from past machines),
receiving the new machines and shipping them to polling places. In addition, we had to make sudden
and extensive preparations to protect the voting public in the current health emergency, something
the Board of Elections has never had to worry about. We now must prepare for the regularly scheduled
April 28 primary election, for which we must continue training the rest of the County (staff and voters)
to use the machines, implement increasingly stringent a labor intensive measure to protect voters’ and
poll-workers’ health, and implement a new voting law that has significantly changed our procedures.
That law contains, in addition to other major revisions, a mail-in ballot provision that will first be used
on April 28. We have already received thousands, and anticipate (especially due to the current
emergency) will continue to receive thousands more mail-in ballot applications. These must be
processed in accordance with the new law, every voter receiving a ballot. (In the past we only had to
process a few hundred absentee ballots.) Further, we have had to answer a routine but extensive
inquiry/survey from the United States Department of Justice regarding accessibility issues. Finally,
there are national, state and County states of emergency due to the spread of a virus that could be fatal
to many members of our and other communities. As a result, the County’s operations are limited for
the next few weeks, and maybe longer as the situation warrants. I cannot say from day to day what
access will be allowed to our building for both employees and the public. Already many employees
are being told to stay home (some offices operating with skeletal staff) both due to illness and
President Trump’s and government public health agencies’ guidance on quarantines.
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There are answers to your questions, and you will have them in the detail you seek by the end
of June. I ask in light of the current situation you be patient. As to Mr. Lee visiting Bucks County, if
he calls me in advance I will do all I can to make sure when he arrives he sees whatever publicly
available information he wants to see that is within our control. He should also check with the County
website, buckscounty.org, for day-to-day changes due to the current situation. I do not know how
much longer I will be allowed to enter my building, nor how fully staffed the Board of Elections will
be both up to and especially immediately after the April 28 primary. Your threat to sue absent an
immediate answer to your questions I will take as being made before you fully understood the
magnitude of the crises Bucks County and the nation face. In any event, your March 9 letter is a new
inquiry and will be answered within ninety days unless the local and national emergencies engender
further delays.

I want to share one observation with you. Your letter focuses on 2018 removals from the rolls
of persons who did not vote in two successive federal elections. The vast number, if not all of
removals, occur in uneven years because the removals are based on participation in national elections.
Those elections occur in November of even years. Bucks County’s results are not certified until
December. For that reason, the bulk of the culling occurs in uneven years, and the results reported in
June of uneven years. You are relying on information reported by the federal Election Assistance
Commission and, possibly, the state. I want to ascertain whether they reported everything Bucks
County reported to either or both accurately, and if not, why not. Again, in the current crises, this is
impossible to do on your timetable.

Thank you for your patience.

Very truly yours,

s J.CoAL






