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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

March 9, 2020

Robert D. Popper
Judicial Watch, Inc.
425 Third Street, SW
Suite 800

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Popper:

I am writing regarding the letters you directed concurrently to me and to four of Pennsylvania’s
county boards of elections, wherein you allege that those counties have not complied with
Section 8(d) of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) relating to the conduct of programs
for the removal of ineligible voters from the counties’ official voter rolls.

As Pennsylvania’s chief state elections official, I take very seriously the counties’ efforts to
conduct uniform and nondiscriminatory voter removal programs in accordance with applicable
federal and state law.

The department has made substantial commitments of time and resources to voter list
maintenance activities in Pennsylvania. We monitor the Commonwealth’s statewide voter
registration database on a daily basis to track our counties’ activities related to the National
Change of Address (NCOA) program and Pennsylvania’s other statutorily mandated and NVRA-
compliant voter removal programs. In addition, our partnerships with the Pennsylvania
Departments of Health and Transportation provide our counties with timely information about
deceased voters and voters who have moved. We augment those efforts through our membership
in the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) program, which allows us to share our
voter data with about 30 other states to enhance list maintenance activities. While we are
currently in a quiet period during which no list maintenance activities are permitted by law, in
June we will provide to counties new post-primary data obtained through ERIC to enable the
counties to perform additional list maintenance activities before the general election.

I'understand and appreciate my obligation to review any allegations of failure to conduct voter -
list maintenance in the Commonwealth. Likewise, I appreciate my obligation to identify and
combat with facts any misinformation that might erode the citizens’ confidence in the integrity of
our elections. To that end, my staff and I reviewed the allegations in each of the four letters and
the data you provided to support those allegations. Based on our review of your allegations,
available data, and the responses by the counties, we must respectfully note our fervent
disagreement with your allegations and conclusions. In short, your allegations are inaccurate and
contradicted by verified data.

Please note you can find information about the Commonwealth’s voter list maintenance activities
as reported in the Department of State’s annual reports. Detailed breakdowns of the data
summarized in the following paragraphs can be found in Appendix D of each annual report
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published on the department’s website here:
https://www.dos.pa.gov/VotingElections/OtherServicesEvents/VotingElectionStatistics/Pages/A

nnual-Reports-on-Voter-Registration.aspx.

In 2018 alone, Allegheny, Bucks, Chester and Delaware counties together cancelled 52,317
active voter records and 13,178 inactive voter records via annual voter list maintenance
activities, accounting for nearly 18% of the 372,694 voter list maintenance cancellations in
Pennsylvania during that year. In 2017, these four counties accounted for 106,338 (22%) of the
487,768 voter list maintenance cancellations statewide, and in 2016, these four counties
accounted for 74,416 (18%) of the 405,163 voter list maintenance cancellations statewide. In
January of this year, Allegheny County cancelled 69,695 voter records that were inactive for two
(2) federal elections after back to back quiet periods due to special elections in 2019 that
prevented them from finalizing last year’s voter list maintenance before the end of 2019.

I am aware that at least two of the four counties — Bucks and Chester — have provided written
responses to your letters, confirming that they conducted voter list maintenance efforts in
accordance with both the NVRA and Pennsylvania’s voter registration law. In addition, both
counties noted that a review of their own data, which they certify to the department annually for
publication in the aforementioned annual reports, directly contradicts the figures alleged in your
letters. We have confidence in Pennsylvania counties’ performance of voter list maintenance
activities and the programs the department administers to support those activities.

Please feel free to reach out with any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Bovckza

Kathy Boockvar
Secretary of the Commonwealth





