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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

JESSIE GLORIA, LUIS BOTELLO-FAZ, Civil Action
NICOLAS MACRI, PAT GRANT, JENNIFER
RAMOS, and ISAIAH RODRIGUEZ, Case No. 5:20-cv-00527-OLG
Plaintiffs, DECLARATION OF BRENT
V. THOMPSON IN SUPPORT OF

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
RUTH HUGHS, in her official capacity as Texas RECONSIDERATION
Secretary of State

Defendant.

I, Brent Thompson, according to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, testify that:

1. My name is Brent Thompson. | am a legal adult, competent to testify, and declare
the following facts based on my own personal knowledge.

2. I am a resident of Fort Worth, Texas, and registered Republican voter in Tarrant
County. I am 57 years old. | have voted in every presidential election since | was old enough to
vote.

3. I would like to have the option to vote early by mail in the upcoming July primary
runoff, the November general election, and all future elections. In fact, | electronically submitted
a mail ballot application on June 10, 2020. Because | do not satisfy any of the current requirements
for voting early by mail, I wrote my reasons for voting by mail directly on my application. | noted
that | would like to vote by mail because of “Coronavirus safety” and because of the “26th
Amendment.” | have concerns that being required to vote in person will unnecessarily expose me
to the coronavirus, but | also believe there is no reason that, while voters 65 years old and older

can vote absentee, | cannot. The application | submitted is attached here as Exhibit A.
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4. Approximately 45 minutes after sending my mail ballot application, | received a
response from Tarrant County Early VVoting Coordinator rejecting my application. The rejection
explained that, “The Texas Secretary of State’s office has not given Texas counties permission to
make exceptions to the current qualifying reasons. They have clarified with our office that the fear
of contracting Covid-19 is not currently a qualifying reason for voting by mail.” The rejection |
received via email is attached here as Exhibit B. Despite having already received a rejection via
email, | also mailed that application on June 12, 2020, because | believe I should be able to vote
early by mail.

5. Regardless of whether I am ultimately permitted to vote by mail, 1 will vote in all
future elections. But, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, I’ve found being in large crowds
stressful. 1 avoid crowds when | can, and | do not want to expose myself in a crowd in order to
vote. Additionally, my polling location is in a senior community center, and | am concerned about
the seniors who will frequent that center, and those who might be working the polling location.

6. Nonetheless, if my only option is to vote in person, | will do so while taking
precautions to avoid infection. | will vote early. | will try to select a time of the day when the
polling location will be less busy, even if that means missing work. I will wear a mask. I will wash

my hands and be cautious. And I will minimize my exposure as much as possible.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DocuSigned by:
Executed on June 15, 2020. Ef—ém

ECASBABSBF1BC405...

Brent Thompson
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EXHIBIT A
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From: Brent Thompson <thompsonsbrent@gmail.com>
Date: June 10, 2020 at 1:43:57 PM CDT

To: votebymail@tarrantcounty.com

Subject: Application for Ballot by Mail

Attached is my Application for a Ballot by Mail.
| have also sent this application via First-Class Mail.

Samuel Brent Thompson
Cell 817.528.2403



Case 5:20-cv-00527-OLG Document 16-5 Filed 06/15/20 Page 6 of 10

DO NOT REMOVE PERFORATED TABS. Moisten here and fold bottom to top to seal. DO NOT REMOVE PERFORATED TABS. Moisten here and fold bottom to top to seal.
Applic ation for B a"'oﬁy Mail = - Prescribed by the Office of the Secretary of Slale o Tsyxﬁ l c%rl gfgacaw:; glnengnm' = e
Statement of Residence, etc.
Last Name (Please print information) Sufflx (Jr.. Sr., 1, etc) First Name Middle Injtial
Hom PSop) SAamuec %
Residence Address: See back of this application for instructions. City ,TX ZIP Code
9740 CHARDIN PARK DRWVE foar Worr 7624Y

Mail my bailot to: If mailing address differs from residence address, please complete Box# 7. City State ZIP Code

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) (Optional) Contact Information (Optional)*

Please list phone number and/or emait address:

0 3 13 O l ‘ q é 3 * Used in case our office has questons.
Reason for Voting by Mail: If you are requesting this ballot be mailed to a different address (other than residence), indicate where the ballot
[ &5 years of ags or okder. Co MM\/‘ RUS will be mailed. See reverse for instructions.

[ isabily. ¢ ) F‘ [0 Mailing Address as listed on my voter registration certificate [ Address of the jail

D Expected absence from the county. D Nursing home, assisted living facility, or long term care facility | Relative; relationship
You wi . ’ o
o il recalve e U WPoomipg S p ot 2 6 Q'L. ﬂp-lﬂdﬂ#ﬂ Hospital D Address outside the county (see Box #8)
jail. (Complete Box #6b)

D Confinement in jail.

You will receive a ballot for the upcoming elaction anly D Retirement Center
ONLY Voters 65 Years of Age or Older or Voters with a Disability: if you selected “expacted absence from the county,” see reverse for instructions
If applying for one election, select appropriate bax.
if applying once for elections in the calendar year, select *Annual Application,”
Annual Application
lections; Date you can bagin to receive mail at this address Date of return to rasidence address
O May Etection :w.m“:mm ang political party to vate in WQQW may submit a compleled, signed, and scanned application to the Early Voting Clerk at:
gNovamber Etection D Democratic Primary
O Republican Primary (early voting clerk's e-mai address) (early voling derk’s fax)
N NOTE If you fax or e-mall mis form, ;zleas» be aware that you must also mail the form to the early voting clerk within four
KA"V Resulting Runoff days, See on the back of this form for additional information.
m ONLY Vaters Absent from County or Voters Confined in Jail: m certify that the i ion given in this i is true, and | that giving false information
You may only apply for a ballot by mail for ane election, and any resulting runoff. in this application is a crime.”
Please select the appropriate box.

Dm; - her ions: yo;‘vmm{.dedgr‘eg;ndm party to vote in . X@’W‘ i s 6 / IO 2020

3 primary:
] November Eiection [ pemocratic Primary SIGN HERE
Oother___ ] Repubtican Primary Ifapplicant is unable to sign or make a
. mark in the presence of a witness, the
[ Any Resuiting Runoft witness shall complete Box #11.

if someone helped you'to complete this form or mails the form for you, then that person must complete the sections below.
ER)] See back for Witness and Assistant definitions.
if applicant is unable to mark Box #10 and you are acting as a Witness to that fact, please check this box and sign below.

if you assisted the i in ing this ication in the i S or i iled or faxed the ication on bebhalf of the i please check this box as an Assistant and sign below. D
% If you are acting as Witnass and Assistant, please check both boxes. Failure to compiets this ion is @ Class A mi If signature was witnessed or applicant was assisted In completing the application.
Signature of Witness /Assistant Printed Name of Witness/Assistant
ptoA
- (Refer to Instructions on back for clarification)
Street Address Apt Number (if applicabie) City E I
State ZIP Code

Este estd disp en Espafiol. Para guir la version en Espaiiol favor de liamar sin cargo al 1.800.252.8683 a la oficina del Secretario de Estado o la Secretaria de Votacion por Adelantado.
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Instructions for Application for Ballot by Mail

Residence Address - Give full address as shown on your voter registration certificate. If you
have movad within the county but not yet changed your voter registration address with the voter
registrar, indicale your new residence address.

Mail Balfot To - Give full address where you wish to have ballot mailed, if the address is different
from your residence address.

Mailing Ballot to a Different Address - Your ballot must be mailed to your home where you live
or to your maifing address on your voter reglstration certificate. There are some exceptions that
allow you to have your ballot mailed to a different location as specified below.

Reason for voting by mali Location to mall baliot

65 or disabled Nursing home, assisted
living/retirement center, relative,
hospital

In jail Address of jail or relative

Absent from county Address located outside of county

Expected Absence from County - If you chosa expected absenca from county, you must expect
to ba absent from the county on election day and during the hours of eariy voting in person or
for the remainder of the early voting period after you submit your application. Your ballot must
be mailed to an address outsidae the caunty, Important: Give date you can begin to receive
mail at the address given.

Annual Application - If you are 65 years of age or older, or disabled you may apply to receive all
ballots by mail for a calendar year. {f you do not select any elections in Box 8a, your application
will be considered an Annual Application. if you submit an annual application for a ballot by mail,
your application may be forwarded to other entities holding elections where you are a qualified
voter. This means that you may receive a ballot for those elections in addition to the ballot(s)
you requested with this application.

Submitting Application

1. Sign and date your application - If unable to sign, please go to Witness/Address boxas (11
on reverse) and have a person witness your mark. Witness/Assistant instructions follow below.

2. Deliver to Early Voting Clerk - You may submit your application via these methods:

in_Person: Only the applicant may submit their application in parson to the Early Voting Clerk
until the early voting period begins. However, after the early voting period begins for an election,
the applicant may only submit their application via mail, common contract carrier, fax, or e-mail.

By Mail: You may mail your application via the U.S. Postal Service.

By Common Contract Camier: You may submit via a common or contract carrier which is a bona
fide, for profit carrier.

By Fax: You may fax your application to the Early Voting Clerk. Please contact your Early Voting
Clerk or the Secretary of State’s Office for fax numbers.

By E-Mail: You may e-mail a signed, scanned image of your application to the Early Voting Clerk.
Pleasa contact your Early Voting Clerk or the Secretary of State's Office for e-mail addresses.

|F YOU FAX OR E-MAIL YOUR APPLICATION TO THE EARLY VOTING CLERK, YOU MUST
ALSO MAIL THE APPLICATION SO THAT THE CLERK RECEIES IT NO LATER
THAN THE FOURTH BUSINESS DAY AFTER THE DAY THE CLERK RECEIVED YOUR
FAXED OR EMAILED APPLICATION. If you fax or e-mail your application by the
deadline noted below, your application will be considered complete and timely as long as
the original is received by the early voting clerk by the fourth business day after it was

brpittad by fax or e-mall.
Your application must be received by the early voting clerk of the local entity conducting the
election not later than the 11th day before election day. If the 11th day is a weekend or holiday,
the deadline is the first preceding businass day. You may submit an application throughout the
calendar year, beginning January 1. Please remember that the application must be received not

later than the 11th day before the first election in which you seek to vote by mail.

If you submit an Annual Application for Ballot by Mail within 60 days bafore an election that takes
place in the following calendar year, your application will be valid for any election that takes place
in the following calendar year, regardless of the fact that your application was submitted prior
to the end of the preceding calendar year. This applies to Annual Applications only and not to &
regular application for ballot by mail,

Witness/Assistant Section

Witness: If you are unable to sign your name (due to a physical disability or illiteracy), the
application may be signed at Box #11 for you by a Witness. You must affix your mark to the
application in Box #10 or, if you are unable to make a mark, then the Witness must check the
appropriate box in 11 indicating the inabifity to make a mark. The Witness must state his/her
name in printed form and indicate his/her relationship o you or, if unrelated, state that fact.
The Witness must sign and provide his or her printed name and residence address. Unless the
Witnass is a closa relative of the voter (parent, grandparent, spouse, child or sibling). itis a Class
B misdemeanor for a person to witness more than one application for ballot by mail.

Assistant: If a person (other than a close relative or person registered to vote at the same
address) assists you in completing this application in your presence or mails/faxes/e-mails this
application on your behalf, then that person must complete Box #11. The Assistant must sign,
provide his or her printed name, and his or her residence address. A person commits a Class
A misdemeanor If the person provides assistance without providing the Information described
above unless a close relative or registered at your address.

I you have further questions or need additional aSsistance, please contact
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your Early Voting Clerk or The Secretary of State’s office at 1-800-252-8683

or www.sos.state.tx.us.
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EXHIBIT B
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Tarrant County Early Voting <votebymail@tarrantcounty.com>
Date: Wed, Jun 10, 2020 at 2:27 PM

Subject: RE: Application for Ballot by Mail

To: Brent Thompson <thompsonsbrent@gmail.com>

Thank you for reaching out to us, | know this is a difficult time for all of us. The Texas Secretary of
State's office has not given Texas counties permission to make exceptions to the current qualifying
reasons. They have clarified with our office that the fear of contracting Covid-19 is not currently a
qualifying reason for voting by mail.

Tarrant County registered voters are eligible to request and receive a ballot by mail if any of the
following conditions prevents them from voting in-person during the early voting period or on Election
Day:

1) 65 years of age or older
2) Disability

3) Expected absence from the County during both the early voting period and on Election Day. (The
ballot must be mailed to an address outside the County.)

4) Confinement in jail and not finally convicted of a felony

The Election Code defines “disability” to include “a sickness or physical condition that prevents the voter
from appearing at the polling place on election day without a likelihood of needing personal assistance
or of injuring the voter's health.” (Sec. 82.002). If a voter believes they meet this definition, they can
submit an application for ballot by mail.

I’'m providing you the link to our website to access the application if you
qualify. http://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/elections/Early-Voting-Information/Voting-by-Mail.html

We do plan to use precautionary measures in our polling places, including providing hand sanitizer for
voters entering and exiting, regular cleaning of voting equipment and marking 6’ distance for voters
being checked in for in-person voting or waiting in lines.
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Sincerely,

Downa Melung

Early Voting Coordinator
Tarrant County Elections
2700 Premier Street

Fort Worth, Texas 76111

(817) 831-6161



