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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

JESSIE GLORIA, LUIS BOTELLO-FAZ,
NICOLAS MACRI, PAT GRANT, JENNIFER 
RAMOS, and ISAIAH RODRIGUEZ,

Plaintiffs,
v.

RUTH HUGHS, in her official capacity as Texas 
Secretary of State

Defendant.

Civil Action

Case No. 5:20-cv-00527-OLG

DECLARATION OF BRENT 
THOMPSON IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR 
RECONSIDERATION

I, Brent Thompson, according to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, testify that:

1. My name is Brent Thompson. I am a legal adult, competent to testify, and declare 

the following facts based on my own personal knowledge.

2. I am a resident of Fort Worth, Texas, and registered Republican voter in Tarrant 

County. I am 57 years old. I have voted in every presidential election since I was old enough to 

vote. 

3. I would like to have the option to vote early by mail in the upcoming July primary 

runoff, the November general election, and all future elections. In fact, I electronically submitted

a mail ballot application on June 10, 2020. Because I do not satisfy any of the current requirements 

for voting early by mail, I wrote my reasons for voting by mail directly on my application. I noted 

that I would like to vote by mail because of “Coronavirus safety” and because of the “26th 

Amendment.” I have concerns that being required to vote in person will unnecessarily expose me 

to the coronavirus, but I also believe there is no reason that, while voters 65 years old and older 

can vote absentee, I cannot. The application I submitted is attached here as Exhibit A.
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4. Approximately 45 minutes after sending my mail ballot application, I received a 

response from Tarrant County Early Voting Coordinator rejecting my application. The rejection 

explained that, “The Texas Secretary of State’s office has not given Texas counties permission to 

make exceptions to the current qualifying reasons. They have clarified with our office that the fear 

of contracting Covid-19 is not currently a qualifying reason for voting by mail.” The rejection I 

received via email is attached here as Exhibit B. Despite having already received a rejection via 

email, I also mailed that application on June 12, 2020, because I believe I should be able to vote 

early by mail.

5. Regardless of whether I am ultimately permitted to vote by mail, I will vote in all 

future elections. But, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, I’ve found being in large crowds 

stressful. I avoid crowds when I can, and I do not want to expose myself in a crowd in order to 

vote. Additionally, my polling location is in a senior community center, and I am concerned about 

the seniors who will frequent that center, and those who might be working the polling location.

6. Nonetheless, if my only option is to vote in person, I will do so while taking 

precautions to avoid infection. I will vote early. I will try to select a time of the day when the 

polling location will be less busy, even if that means missing work. I will wear a mask. I will wash 

my hands and be cautious. And I will minimize my exposure as much as possible. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on June 15, 2020. _______________________
Brent Thompson

Case 5:20-cv-00527-OLG   Document 16-5   Filed 06/15/20   Page 3 of 10



EXHIBIT A
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From: Brent Thompson <thompsonsbrent@gmail.com> 
Date: June 10, 2020 at 1:43:57 PM CDT 
To: votebymail@tarrantcounty.com 
Subject: Application for Ballot by Mail 

  
Attached is my Application for a Ballot by Mail.   
I have also sent this application via First-Class Mail. 
 
 
--  
Samuel Brent Thompson 
Cell 817.528.2403 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Tarrant County Early Voting <votebymail@tarrantcounty.com> 
Date: Wed, Jun 10, 2020 at 2:27 PM 
Subject: RE: Application for Ballot by Mail 
To: Brent Thompson <thompsonsbrent@gmail.com> 
  

Thank you for reaching out to us, I know this is a difficult time for all of us.  The Texas Secretary of 
State's office has not given Texas counties permission to make exceptions to the current qualifying 
reasons. They have clarified with our office that the fear of contracting Covid-19 is not currently a 
qualifying reason for voting by mail. 

  

Tarrant County registered voters are eligible to request and receive a ballot by mail if any of the 
following conditions prevents them from voting in-person during the early voting period or on Election 
Day: 

  

1) 65 years of age or older 

2) Disability 

3) Expected absence from the County during both the early voting period and on Election Day. (The 
ballot must be mailed to an address outside the County.) 

4) Confinement in jail and not finally convicted of a felony 

  

The Election Code defines “disability” to include “a sickness or physical condition that prevents the voter 
from appearing at the polling place on election day without a likelihood of needing personal assistance 
or of injuring the voter's health.” (Sec. 82.002).  If a voter believes they meet this definition, they can 
submit an application for ballot by mail.   

  

I’m providing you the link to our website to access the application if you 
qualify.  http://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/elections/Early-Voting-Information/Voting-by-Mail.html 

  

We do plan to use precautionary measures in our polling places, including providing hand sanitizer for 
voters entering and exiting, regular cleaning of voting equipment and marking 6’ distance for voters 
being checked in for in-person voting or waiting in lines.  
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Sincerely,  

  

Donna McClung 

Early Voting Coordinator 

Tarrant County Elections 

2700 Premier Street 

Fort Worth, Texas 76111 

(817) 831-6161 
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