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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

JESSIE GLORIA, LUIS BOTELLO-FAZ, Civil Action
NICOLAS MACRI, PAT GRANT, JENNIFER
RAMOS, and ISAIAH RODRIGUEZ, Case No. 5:20-cv-00527-OLG
Plaintiffs, DECLARATION OF MARK
V. SEGALOFF IN SUPPORT OF

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
RUTH HUGHS, in her official capacity as Texas RECONSIDERATION
Secretary of State

Defendant.

I, Mark Segaloff, according to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, testify that:

1. My name is Mark Segaloff. | am a legal adult, competent to testify, and declare the
following facts based on my own personal knowledge.

2. I am a resident and registered voter in Woodlands, Texas. | am 37 years old. My
wife, Elizabeth Segaloff, is 35 years old. We have two children, who are seven and four years old.

3. I would like to have the option to vote early by mail in the upcoming July primary
runoff, the November general election, and all future elections. If this option were available to me,
I would use it.

4. My seven-year-old son has an immune deficiency, Hypogammaglobulinemia. That
means that his body does not produce enough gamma globulins in his blood. The result is a lower
antibody count, which impairs his immune system, and increases his risk of infection. He has been
receiving treatment for this Hypogammaglobulinemia since he was two. That means that his body
does not produce enough IgG antibodies and he does not titer to vaccines. We have been doing
this since he was two, but we have had to be particularly vigilant about it since the outbreak of

COVID-19.
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5. Since my son’s diagnosis, my family has had to make many changes and sacrifices
to keep my son safe. |1 work as an airline pilot. Because | am in a germ-infected environment, |
have had to take precautions, including getting revaccinated with childhood vaccines. Because my
son is susceptible to dust and allergies, we have had to make physical changes to our home. In our
old house, we had to rip out all the carpet and replace it with hardwood floors. When we bought
our new house, we had to put in all hardwood floors to reduce the chances of him getting sick. At
times, we have had to change our schedules and routines. Anytime there is a sickness or flu
outbreak, we have pulled our children out of school and daycare. Similarly, when one of my son’s
classmates gets sick, we keep him home from school. Doing so has required my wife and me to
miss work to care for our children.

6. We have had to make additional sacrifices since the outbreak of COVID-19. We
have limited our exposure to others. We are not regularly going to the grocery store, and instead
have had to have all of our groceries delivered. We are not eating out. Since the beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak, we have not left our children in the care of anyone else. We have even
distanced ourselves from friends and family members. For instance, my mother was supposed to
come visit this weekend, but we changed plans because of the recent spike of cases in the area.
These changes have required my kids to make sacrifices as well. My kids are very social, but right
now, they cannot play with friends like they normally would. My seven-year-old has been out of
school since March, and we took our youngest child out of daycare. Fortunately, my employer has
accommodated me during these times better than my government has. My employer has allowed
me to take extra leave to care for my children. And I have worked the bare minimum to maintain

my currency requirement.
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7. Right now, voting in person will increase the risk that my wife or | are exposed to
COVID-19 and pass that infection onto our son. When | have voted in person in Texas in previous
elections, | have encountered congestion in polling locations and long lines. It has been difficult
for me to distance myself from others. Now, however, | know that other voters and poll workers
might have been exposed to COVD-19. And the danger is not just in the polling location—we’ve
also encountered campaign volunteers outside the polling locations. Those folks, who are
interacting with thousands of voters in the course of their get out the vote activities in the days and
weeks leading up to elections, have tried to meet me and talk to me before | entered the polling
location. Unaware of the danger infection poses for my family, they have even tried to shake my
hand. Even when | have attempted to tell them I’m not interested in speaking to them, they have
still come within six feet of me.

8. My wife and | worry the same will be true during the upcoming July primary runoff
election and November general election. Other voters will not be required to wear masks. The
voting booths will not be sanitized between use. We may not even be allowed to bring disinfectant
wipes to wipe down the machines ourselves, because doing so might damage the machines. And
thousands of voters will pass through our polling location and interact with the same poll workers
who will help us cast our ballots.

9. Additionally, in order for my wife and | to vote in the upcoming July primary runoff
election and November general election, we may have to vote at separate times and double our
risk of infection. Usually, when we’ve voted in the past, we vote together while our kids are in
school and daycare. That has helped us limit the amount of people we encounter and thus limit our
risk of infection. But that could be different in July and November. Because of our son’s condition,

it is not an option for us to take our children to the polling location with us. Nor is it currently an
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option to leave them in the care of a babysitter, who may have been exposed to COVID-19. So if
we are forced to vote in person, we will have to stagger our trips to the polls and expose ourselves
to double the number of people we encounter.

10.  Our concerns have not lessened even as some areas of the country have begun to
reopen. My wife works in pharmaceutical research. Because she is working on coronavirus-related
research, she is very aware of the hospitalization and the case rates. We know that both are
currently spiking in Harris County.

11. Although his risk of infection is heightened now, voting in person, at any time,
increases my son’s risk of infection. We worry, not only about exposure to COVID-19, but also
exposure to the seasonal flu, or cold, or other infection, when we go to polling locations. During
normal times, truly no precautions are taken in polling locations to limit the spread of infections.
Poll workers do not wear masks, and hand sanitizer is not broadly provided at polling locations.
But even if all possible precautions are taken in the coming elections, I will still have significant
concerns that, by voting in person, either my wife or | will inadvertently contract this virus, which
could be deadly for my son.

12. Because the Texas law does not permit my wife or me to vote absentee, | have never
applied for an absentee ballot in Texas. But when I lived in New Jersey, in the early 2000s, | voted
absentee. | filled out the ballot and put it in the mail. | cannot do that now that I live and vote in
Texas, despite the fact that doing so now would not only be less burdensome than voting in person,
it would ensure my family’s safety.

13. My wife and | will vote in person if that is our only option. We will take every
precaution we can. We will wear masks and gloves. We will change clothes in the garage, and we

will immediately sanitize ourselves. But quarantining ourselves from our son is not an option.
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14.  We have aright to have a say in the way our government is going to function. If we
do not vote, our voices are not heard. VVoting is also our civic duty. This country doesn’t ask that
much of us. But it does ask us to vote. However, it should not ask us to vote in a way that endangers

our family. Voting in person, now and in the future, does just that.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DocuSigned by:
Executed on June 14, 2020. EM 5 0 Ii -

D2A9829F8D0943F

Mark Segalott



