
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

FLORIDA, FLORIDA PUBLIC INTEREST 

RESEARCH GROUP EDUCATION FUND, 

and ROCK THE VOTE, 

  

 

Civil No. 4:11-CV-628-RH-WCS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 
 

KENNETH W. DETZNER, in his official 

capacity as Secretary of State for the State of 

Florida, PAMELA J. BONDI, in her official 

capacity as Attorney General for the State of 

Florida, and GISELA SALAS, in her official 

capacity as Director of the Division of Elections 

within the Department of State for the State of 

Florida, 

 

 Defendants. 
 

DEFENDANTS’ JOINT ANSWER TO 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
 

Defendants, Kenneth W. Detzner, in his official capacity as Secretary of State of the State 

of Florida, Pamela Jo Bondi, in her official capacity as Attorney General of Florida, and Gisela 

Salas, in her official capacity as Director of the Florida Division of Elections, hereby answer the 

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief (Doc. 5) as follows: 

1. Admitted that Plaintiffs seek an injunction; denied that Plaintiffs are entitled to 

such relief and denied that the Law is unconstitutional or unlawful. 

2. Denied. 

3. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the second sentence, the legislative record 

speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  Denied as to the third sentence.  

4. The statutes and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

5. Denied.  
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6. The NVRA speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

7. The Voting Rights Act speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

8. The Current Population Survey (2004-2010) speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

9. Denied.  

10. Admitted that Plaintiffs seek declaratory and injunctive relief; denied that 

Plaintiffs are entitled to such relief. 

11. Admitted that the Court has jurisdiction; otherwise denied. 

12. Admitted that venue is proper; otherwise denied. 

13. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

14. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

15. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

16. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

17. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

18. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

19. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

20. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

21. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

22. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

23. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

24. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

25. Admitted.  

26. Admitted.  

Case 4:11-cv-00628-RH-CAS   Document 62   Filed 06/20/12   Page 2 of 12



27. Admitted as to the first sentence.  As to the second sentence, denied that any 

violation of the Law, as opposed to other Florida Statutes, is criminal.  As to the third sentence, 

denied that the Attorney General is “required” to appear in and attend to all such prosecutions; 

otherwise admitted.    

28. Admitted.  

29. The statutes speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

30. The Current Population Survey speaks for itself; otherwise denied.   

31. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

32. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

33. Admitted that eligible citizens have First Amendment rights associated with 

registering to vote and that registered voters have First Amendment rights associated with 

signing ballot initiative petitions and voting; otherwise denied.  

34. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

35. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

36. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

remaining sentences, the Current Population Survey speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

37. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

remaining sentences, the Current Population Survey speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

38. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

39. The statute speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

40. The statutes speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 
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41. Admitted that from 2000 to 2004 over 8.6 million voter registration applications 

were received from all sources and admitted that from 2006 to 2010 over 2.9 million voter 

registration applications were received from all sources; otherwise denied.       

42. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

43. The Law and Directive speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

44. Admitted.  

45. Admitted. 

46. The Law, statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.   

47. The Law, statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

48. The Law and statute speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

49. Denied.  

50. Admitted that every “third party voter registration organization” as defined by the 

statute and Rule must abide by the statute and Rule’s mandates; otherwise denied.   

51. The statute speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

52. The Law, statute, Form and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

53. The Law and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

54. The statute, Rule and Form speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

55. The Rule speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

56. The Rule speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

57. The Rule speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

58. The Form and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

59. The Form and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

60. The Forms and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 
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61. The Law, statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

62. The Law, Rule and Form speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

63. The Rule and Form speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

64. Denied as to the first sentence.  The Form and Rule speak for themselves; 

otherwise denied.  

65. The Rule and Form speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

66. The Rule and Form speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

67. Denied that only completed applications must be delivered.  The Law, statute and 

Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

68. Admitted that the Law, statute and Rule do not limit who may deliver voter 

registration applications on the organization’s behalf; otherwise denied.  

69. The Law, statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

70. The Rule speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

71. Denied.  

72. The Law speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

73. Denied that only completed applications must be delivered and denied that all 

administrative requirements are a new creation of the Law.  Admitted that the delivery deadline 

was changed; otherwise denied.  

74. The Law, statute, Form and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

75. Admitted that the requirement that forms be submitted electronically is a new 

creation of section 97.0575; otherwise denied.  

76. The statute speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

77. The statute speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 
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78. Admitted.  

79. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

80. Denied.  

81. The statute speaks for itself; otherwise denied. 

82. As to the first sentence, the Florida Election Code and statutes speak for 

themselves; otherwise denied.  As to the second sentence, denied.  

83. The statutes speak for themselves; otherwise denied. 

84. Denied. 

85. Without knowledge as to whether Plaintiff LOWV and Rock the Vote ceased all 

“voter registration efforts” until entry of this Court’s preliminary injunction; otherwise denied. 

86. Denied. 

87. Denied. 

88. Denied as to the first sentence.  As to the remaining allegations, without 

knowledge and therefore denied.  

89. Denied. 

90. Denied. 

91. As to the first and second sentences, the Law and Rule speak for themselves; 

otherwise denied.  As to the third and fourth sentences, admitted.  

92. Denied. 

93. Denied. 

94. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

second sentence, denied.  
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95. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

second sentence, denied.  

96. Without knowledge and therefore denied as to the first, second and fourth 

sentences.  Denied as to the third sentence.  

97. Without knowledge and therefore denied as to the first, second and third 

sentences. Denied as to the fourth sentence.  

98. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

second sentence, denied. 

99. As to the first, second, third and fourth sentences, without knowledge and 

therefore denied.  Denied as to the fifth sentence.  

100. The Law speaks for itself; otherwise without knowledge and therefore denied.  

101. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

102. Denied that descriptions are “threatening;” otherwise without knowledge and 

therefore denied. 

103. Denied. 

104. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

105. As to the first sentence, the Law, statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise 

denied.  Denied as to the second sentence.  

106. Denied that the tracking and reporting requirements “pose a serious administrative 

burden;” otherwise without knowledge and therefore denied. 

107. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

108. As to the first sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.  As to the 

second sentence, denied.  
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109. Denied.  

110. Denied as to the first sentence.  As to the second sentence, without knowledge and 

therefore denied.  

111. As to the second sentence, the statute and Rule speak for themselves; otherwise 

denied.  As to the remaining sentences, denied.  

112. Without knowledge and therefore denied as to the first sentence.  As to the second 

sentence, denied.  

113. As to the first sentence, admitted that a county supervisor’s office would have to 

stamp all registration forms it provides to FL PIRG with FL PIRG’s identifying number; 

otherwise denied.  As to the second, third and fourth sentences, without knowledge and therefore 

denied.  As to the fifth sentence, denied.   

114. Denied. 

115. Denied.  

116. Denied.  

117. Denied.  

118. Denied as to the first sentence.  As to the second, third, fourth and fifth sentences, 

without knowledge and therefore denied.   

119. Denied as to the first sentence.  As to the second sentence, admitted as to a risk of 

financial penalties but without knowledge and therefore denied as to reputational damage; 

otherwise denied.  

120. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the second sentence, without knowledge 

and therefore denied.  As to the third sentence, denied.  As to the fourth and fifth sentences, 

without knowledge and therefore denied.      
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121. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

122. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

123. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

124. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the second sentence, without knowledge 

and therefore denied.  

125. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the second sentence, without knowledge 

and therefore denied. 

126. Denied.  

127. Admitted that LWVF may have to change and shorten its standard procedures to 

meet the changed and shortened deadline for delivery; otherwise denied. 

128. Denied.  

129. As to the first sentence, the Rule speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  As to the 

second sentence, denied. 

130. Denied.  

131. Denied that the language is confusing or unclear; otherwise without knowledge 

and therefore denied.  

132. As to the first sentence, admitted that all required forms must be submitted 

electronically by email or facsimile; otherwise denied.  As to the second sentence, without 

knowledge and therefore denied.  

133. Without knowledge and therefore denied.  

134. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

135. Denied.  
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136. Admitted that the fines are imposed based on each untimely application and that 

fines are capped at $1,000 per calendar year; otherwise denied.  

137. As to first and second sentences, the Law and the opinion speak for themselves; 

otherwise denied.  As to the remaining sentences, without knowledge and therefore denied. 

138. Admitted as to the first sentence.  As to the second sentence, denied.  As to the 

third sentence, without knowledge and therefore denied.   

139. Without knowledge and therefore denied. 

140. Denied as to the second sentence.  As to the remaining sentences, without 

knowledge and therefore denied.  

141. The Law and statute speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

142. Denied.  

143. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the remaining sentences, the statutes speak 

for themselves; otherwise denied. 

144. As to the first sentence, admitted.  As to the second sentence, admitted that the 

State has not imposed fines; otherwise denied.  

145. As to the first sentence, denied.  As to the second and third sentences, admitted 

that the State has imposed fines; otherwise denied.  

146. Denied as to the first sentence.  As to the remaining sentences, the legislative 

transcripts speak for themselves; otherwise denied.  

147. Denied.  

148. Denied that Senator Bennett was speaking about the Law; otherwise the 

legislative transcript speaks for itself and otherwise denied.  

149. Denied.  
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150. Defendants restate each and every answer in paragraphs 1-149 as if fully set forth 

herein.  

151. Denied.  

152. Denied.  

153.   Defendants restate each and every answer in paragraphs 1-152 as if fully set 

forth herein. 

154. Denied.  

155. Denied.  

156. Denied.  

157. Defendants restate each and every answer in paragraphs 1-156 as if fully set forth 

herein. 

158. Denied.  

159. Denied.  

160. Defendants restate each and every answer in paragraphs 1-159 as if fully set forth 

herein. 

161. Section 2 speaks for itself; otherwise denied.  

162. Denied.  

163. Denied.  

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF 

Defendants deny that Plaintiffs are entitled to any relief.  
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 Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Ashley E. Davis_______________ 

Daniel E. Nordby 

General Counsel 

Florida Bar No. 014588 

Ashley E. Davis 

Assistant General Counsel 

Florida Bar No. 48032 

Florida Department of State 

R.A. Gray Building 

500 S. Bronough Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

Tel. 850-245-6536 

Fax 850-245-6127 

Counsel for Defendants 

Secretary of State Kenneth W. 

Detzner and 

Director of Division of Elections 

Gisela Salas 

 

Blaine H. Winship 

Special Counsel 

Florida Bar No. 356913 

Office of the Attorney General  

The Capitol, Suite PL-01 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

Tel. 850-414-3300 

Fax 850-488-4872 

Attorney for All Defendants 

  

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing document was served by filing in this Court’s 

CM/ECF system this 20th day of June, 2012, on all attorneys of record. 

 

/s/ Ashley E. Davis________  

Attorney 
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