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DBarrØnerkinscoie. com
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Attorneys for Plaintffi
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2800 North Central Avenue, Suite 1200
Phoenix, Arizona85004
Telephone : (602) 3 8 1 -5478
RD esai(@cbl awyers. com
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AGaona@cblawyers.com

At t or ney s for Int erv enor -P I a int iff
Bernie 2016, Inc.

[Additional Counsel Listed in Reply in Support
-of 

Motion for Preliminary Injunction of
H.B. 2023J

PLC

LINITED STATES DISTzuCT COURT

DISTzuCT OF ARIZONA

Leslie Feldman, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

V.

Arizona Secretary of State's Office, et al.,

Defendants.

No. CV- 1 6-0 1065-PHX-DLR

DECLARATION OF STEVEN
BEGAY IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFFS' REPLY IN
SUPPORT OF THEIR MOTION
FOR PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION OF H.B. 2023

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. $ 1746, I, Steven Begay, declare as follows:

1. My narne is Steven Begay. I am over the age of 18, have personal

knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration, and can competently testify to their truth.

2. I am a member of the Navajo Nation. I am currently running for State

Case 2:16-cv-01065-DLR   Document 158   Filed 07/26/16   Page 1 of 4



I

2

J

4

5

6

1

8

9

l0

11

T2

13

l4

15

t6

t1

18

l9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Senate in Legislative District 7, which is mostly rural and includes vast porlions of

northeastern Arizona. The district also includes portions of seven counties and includes

lands of eight Native American tribes, including the Navajo, Hopi, Hualapai and

Havasupai. Previously, I served in the adrninistrations of three former Presidents of the

Navajo Nation, including Leonard Haskie, Albert Hale and Joe Shirley, Jr. Additionally, I

served as the cultural advisor to Chris Deschene while he campaigned for the office of

President of the Navajo Nation.

3. In my experience, ffrany voters in the Navajo Nation rely on ballot

collection to vote. I have personally seen and met with voters who live in rural areas that

do not have home mail delivery and wl-ro rely on the kindness of friends and neighbors to

transmit their mail to and from a post office box. In certain areas of northeastern Arizona,

for example in Rough Rock, Low Mountain, or Nazlini, many voters live more than

twenty or thirty miles from the nearest post offìce.

4. Because of the time and expense required to travel such a distance, many of

these voters go into town infrequently to retrieve and send mail, and find themselves

unable to make the trip twice in the time span needed to pick up and drop off their ballot.

The combined efforts of friends and neighbors is critical to ensuring that the community is

able to receive their ballots, vote, and return their ballots within the allotted time frame.

5. Many homebound voters in the Navajo Nation also rely on friends,

neighbors, and volunteers to help them vote. This is particularly true for voters in

wheelchairs, who are often unable to retrieve their own rnail from the post office or a

community rnailbox. These voters rely on a rnyriad of informal caregivers-none of

whom, to rny understanding, would appear to fall within the formal relationships detailed

in tlre "caregiver exception" to H.B. 2023-to give them assistance.

6. H.B. 2023 will make many of my friends and family in rural northeastern

Arizona who continue a longstanding practice of assisting fi'iends and neighbors by

helping transmit mail to and from the post offìce felons.

a
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DATEIDJI 23 20r6

Bv:
J=u", C Bf^,

Steven Begay

-J-
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on July 26,2016,I electronically transmitted the attached

document to the Clerk's Office using the CM/ECF System for fìling and aNotice of

Electronic Filing was transrnitted to counsel of record.

s/ Daniel R.

-4-
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