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PLC

LINITED STATE,S DISTzuCT COURT

DISTzuCT OF AzuZONA

Leslie Feldman, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

V

Arizona Secretary of State's Office, et al.,

Defendants.

No. CV- I 6-0 I 065-PHX-DLR

DECLARATION OF CARMEN
ARIAS IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFFS'REPLY IN
SUPPORT OF JOINT MOTION
FOR PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION OF H.8.2023

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. $ 1746, I, Carmen Arias, declare as follows:

1. My name is Carmen Arias. I am over the age of 18, have personal

knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration, and can competently testify to their truth.

2. I am a U.S. citizen, a resident of Phoenix, Arizona, and am otherwise
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eligible and registered to vote in Maricopa County, Arizona. I am a Democrat.

3. Voting is very important to me because I feel that the Hispanic community

is treated unfairly in Arizona. As a Hispanic citizen,I feel like it's my responsibility to

vote and do my part to try to change policies that disadvantage Arizona's minority

communities.

+ Like many people in Arizona, I vote early by mail. Although I normally

mail in my ballot before Election Day, sometimes I have forgotten to do so before it's too

late. Because ballots have to be received by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, I have to

remember to mail the ballot several days in advance of the actual Election Day. Many

times in the past when I've forgotten to mail my ballot in time, I've been grateful to have

the opportunity to entrust my ballot to a volunteer from the Arizona Democratic Parly or a

democratic campaign, who has agreed to personally deliver it. This ensures that my vote

counts. Without their help, I would not have been able to personally deliver my ballot to

the polling location because I care for my eight-month-old great-grandchild during the day

and it is difficult for me to leave the house with her.

5. My experience with ballot collection has been wonderful, and I am thankful

for the services they have provided for me. I enjoy interacting with the volunteers, who

are always happy to answer any questions I have about the issues, candidates, or voting

process. I have never felt intimidated or pressured by them to vote a ceftain way or even

to give them my ballot. Nor have I ever wonied about my ballot being tampered with.

6. In 2012,I volunteered to help collect ballots for Phoenix Vice Mayor and

Councilwoman Kate Gallego's campaign. I am retired, and was happy to use my

additional time to help other citizens ensure their ballot is received on time. It was a very

positive experience-people were very appreciative and no one ever said no. The majority

of people I collected ballots from were elderly, and many of them would likely not have

been able to vote otherwise because they are not mobile enough to access even their own

mailbox, much less a polling location. The fact that we visited their front door to collect

their ballot made a big difference to them.

a
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7. Many people I know rely on ballot collection to vote either because they are

elderly, disabled, or impoverished. I am strongly opposed to the new law that makes it a

crime for voters to collect ballots from other voters. I believe it will lead to the

disenfranchisement of voters, especially the elderly and minorities, who for whatever

reason are more likely to rely on ballot collection than others. I am also worried that the

law will disenfranchise me in the not-so-distant future. I am l0 years old, and there will

come a time when I can no longer remember to mail in my ballot in time, or drive myself

to deliver it myself. When that day comes, I believe I should have the right and

opportunity to rely on volunteers to ensure that my ballot is received on time.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DATED: Jul24,2016 20r6

B ^en O/-on |x;os
Carmen Arias
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on July 26,2016,I electronically transmitted the attached

document to the Clerk's Office using the CM/ECF System for fìling and a Notice of

Electronic Filing was transmitted to counsel of record.

s/ Daniel R. Graziano

-4-
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