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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

LAREDO DIVISION

Sylvia Bruni, Texas Democratic Party, DSCC,
DCCC, and Jessica Tiedt,

Plaintiffs,

V.

RUTH HUGHS, in her official capacity as the
Texas Secretary of State,

Defendant.

Civil Action No. 5:20-cv-35

DECLARATION OF ADANA HESS

I, Adana Hess, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, testify that:

1. I am over the age of 18.1 have personal knowledge of the information contained in this
declaration and I am competent to testify to the matters stated herein.

2. I currently serve as the Chief Deputy of the Travis County Clerk's Office.

3. Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the contents of the tab labeled "Nov 2016" of
documents provided by the Travis County Clerk's Office to counsel for the plaintiffs in
response to a public information act request, specifically the document entitled "Ist
Response PerkinsCoie_PIR.xlsx."

4. The acronym "EVIP" stands for "election day voting in person." Accordingly, the
column labeled "EVIP VOTES" in the Nov 2016 tab referenced in Paragraph 3 and
copied in Exhibit 1 contains the number of in-person votes cast at each Travis County
polling place on November 8, 2016.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on June fC , 2020.

dana Hess

Chief Deputy Clerk, Travis County
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Exhibit 1

Contents of "1st Response PerkinsCoie_PIR.xlsx" Provided to Counsel for Plaintiffs

No. eSlates

Dailey Middle School 630 8

Copperfield Elementary School 634 6

Graham Elementary School 511 6

Manor ISD Administration Building 1086 9

Elgin High School 328 6

New Sweden Lutheran Church 378 4

Parmer Lane Elementary School 844 9

Park Crest Middle School 811 9

National American University 370 6

Dessau Elementary School 642 7

Wieland Elementary School 667 9

Turner-Roberts Recreation Center 355 4

LBJ High School 322 4

YMCA East Community Branch 448 6

Murchlson Elementary School 1175 9

Carver Branch Library 654 7

Millennium Youth Complex 590 18

David Chapel Portable 433 8

Sims Elementary School 462 7

Memorial United Methodist Church 245 6

Pecan Springs Elementary School 309 5

Blanton Elementary School 472 6

Messiah Lutheran Church 460 6

Pfluger Hall and Conference Center 711 7

Blackhawk Amenity Center 1186 8

Austin Area Urban League 234 6

Goodwill Community Center - Norwood 375 6

Gus Garcia Recreation Center > 395 4

Dobie Middle School 149 4

Windermere Elementary School 903 8

County Tax Office- Pflugerville 925 9

Reilly Elementary School 336 5

Brookhollow Elementary School 619 7

Dottie Jordan Recreation Center 473 5

Fiesta Mart Central 547 9

Maplewood Elementary School 527 6

Pioneer Crossing Elementary School 464 6
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Bluebonnet Trail Elementary School 524 6

ACC Highland Mall - STE 2420 1844 27

Virginia Brown Recreation Center 302 5

Spring Hill Elementary School 718 7

Barrington Elementary School 197 5

Winters Building 610 5

Red River Church 706 8

Boulder Ridge Community Room 283 3

River Oaks Elementary School 449 7

Raymond E Hartfield Performing Arts Ctr 751 6

University of Texas Flawn Academic Center 1569 18

0 Henry Middle School 416 9

Walnut Creek Elementary School 336 6

Bryker Woods Elementary School 535 8

Northwest Elementary School 551 6

Lanier High School 405 7

Little Walnut Creek Library 338 5

ACC Northridge Campus 838 8

Disability Rights Texas 580 5

Caldwell Elementary School 687 8

Bridge Point Elementary School 710 9

Cook Elementary School 410 8

Wells Branch MUD Recreation Center 825 7

Wells Branch Community Center 698 8

Cat Mountain Homeowners Association 373 6

Canyon Ridge Middle School 601 8

River Place Elementary School 782 7

McCalium High School 430 7

Rosedale School 494 8

Highland Park Baptist Church 499 7

Murchison Middle School 658 9

Gullett Elementary School 252 6

Highland Park Elementary School 147 7

Northwest Baptist Church 459 8

Ben Hur Shrine Center 941 18

Randalls Steiner Ranch 640 9

Grandview Hills Elementary School 403 4

Hill Elementary School 153 5

Doss Elementary School 317 5

Burnet Middle School 273 5

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 494 8
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St. Luke United Methodist Church 629 9

North Village Library 458 7

Brookdaie North Austin 500 7

Howson Branch Library 737 9

McBee Elementary School 304 7

Summitt Elementary School 642 9

Jaime Padron Elementary School 202 4

Anderson High School 382 6

United Christian Church 510 7

Grant AME Worship Center 338 5

Congregation Beth Israel 411 7

Baker Center 447 8

University Co-op 1016 8

Sunset Valley City Hall 355 5

Bailey Middle School 225 6

Oak Hill Primitive Baptist Church 422 6

Kiker Elementary School 583 9

Rollingwood Municipal Building 431 6

Briarcllff P.O.A. Community Center 623 9

Manchaca United Methodist Church 552 6

ACC Rio Grande 738 7

Travis County Sheriffs Office 466 4

Senior Activity Center - Lamar 548 3

Oak Hill Fire Dept #302 Barton Creek 500 7

Villages Amenities Center 340 5

Travis County Parks Office 0 4

Lost Creek Limited District office 451 8

Austin Ridge Bible Church 231 4

Lakeway Activity Center 526 9

Randalls Lakeway 917 9

Great Hills Baptist Church 318 7

Randalls Research and Braker 1281 18

Bee Cave City Hall 948 9

Laurel Mountain Elementary School 352 6

Austin Fire Station #33 401 5

Renaissance Retirement Center 311 6

Austin City Hall 826 9

Travis County Granger Building 511 9

Laura Bush Community Library 478 9

Kathy Caraway Elementary School 468 7

Zilker Elementary School 664 7
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Canyon Creek Elementary School 715 8

Canyon Vista Middle School 593 7

Hallmark Baptist Church 618 5

Lakewood Homeowners Association 578 7

Travis County WCID #18 461 7

Western Hills Church of Christ 287 5

Barton Hills Elementary School 445 8

Serene Hills Elementary School 386 5

Hill Country Middle School 412 7

ACC Pinnacle Campus 523 8

Cowan Elementary School 386 7

Randalls Brodie and Slaughter 1137 9

Randalls South Mopac and William Cannon 896 9

Small Middle School 303 7

Jubilee Christian Center 355 6

Travis Country HOA 366 7

Covington Middle School 400 9

Lake Travis ISD Educational Development Ctr. 215 4

Bowie High School 305 7

Oak Hill Fire Dept Station #301 325 6

Will Hampton Branch Public Library 499 5

Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian Church 269 4

Randalls Flagship West Lake Hills 758 7

Community Center at Oak Hill 461 6

Mills Elementary School 545 9

Clayton Elementary School 431 8

Christ Episcopal Church 583 5

Round Mountain Community Center 703 5

Lago Vista Middle School 572 6

Community Center at Jonestown 693 7

Lago Vista City Hall 894 9

Deer Creek Elementary School 908 9

Volente Fire Department 242 3

Del Valle ISD Administration Building 571 5

Eiroy Community Library 300 4

Creedmoor Elementary School 384 5

Blazier Elementary School 493 5

Ojeda Middle School 277 4

St. Alban's Episcopal Church 263 6

Community Center at Del Valle 140 3

Galindo Elementary School 404 4
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Science and Health Resource Center 289 5

Southpark Meadows Shopping Center 1205 18

Texas Oaks Baptist Church 430 7

Casey Elementary School 289 5

Akins High School 319 6

Parker Lane United Methodist Church 833 6

Church on Congress Avenue 526 7

Fulmore Middle School 336 6

Montopolis Recreation Center 468 6

South Austin Recreation Center 394 5

Govalle Elementary School 454 6

Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center 375 6

Dan Ruiz Branch Public Library 782 6

Baty Elementary School 470 6

Gardner Setts Annex 534 9

Travis High School 325 6

Southwest Church of Christ 506 9

Twin Oaks Branch Library 669 6

Sanchez Elementary School 544 6

Cantu/Pan Am Rec Ctr 445 6

CityVlew at the Park Senior Apts 277 5

Fiesta MartStassney 820 9

St. John's Lutheran Church 279 4

St. Elmo Elementary School 432 6

Odom Elementary School 484 8

Langford Elementary School 306 6

Dove Springs Recreation Center 237 6

Southeast Branch Public Library 481 4

Bedichek Middle School 490 8

Houston Elementary School 326 5

Randalls Ben White and Manchaca 1088 9

ACC South Austin Campus 591 7

Wheatsville Food Co-op South Lamar 698 7

Williams Elementary School 396 7
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The State of Texas 
 

 
Elections Division Phone: 512-463-5650 
P.O. Box 12060 Fax: 512-475-2811 
Austin, Texas 78711-2060                                                                                                                     Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.texas.gov  (800) 252-VOTE (8683) 

Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 

 

Page 1 of 8 
 

 

 
Health Protocols for Voters 

 
 CHECKLIST FOR VOTERS 

 
The following are the minimum recommended health protocols for all voters in Texas. These 
minimum health protocols are not a limit on the health protocols that individuals may adopt. 
Individuals are encouraged to adopt additional protocols consistent with their specific needs and 
circumstances to help protect the health and safety of all Texans.  
 
The virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread to others by infected persons who have few 
or no symptoms. To mitigate this threat, everyone should rigorously follow the practices 
specified in these protocols, all of which facilitate a safe and measured reopening of Texas. 
The virus that causes COVID-19 is still circulating in our communities. We should continue 
to undertake practices that protect our communities.  
 
Please note, public health guidance cannot anticipate every unique situation. Individuals should 
stay informed and take actions based on common sense and wise judgment that will protect health 
and support economic revitalization. 
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Health protocols for voters:  

 To the extent feasible, maintain at least six feet separation from other individuals at the 
polling location. In addition to practicing such distancing when feasible, other measures such 
as hand hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation should be rigorously practiced. 
 

 Self-screen before going to a polling place for any of the following, new or worsening signs 
or symptoms of possible COVID-19: 

 Cough 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
 Chills 
 Repeated shaking with chills 
 Muscle pain 
 Headache 
 Sore throat 
 Loss of taste or smell 
 Diarrhea 
 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees 

Fahrenheit 
 Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 

 
 Voters who exhibit any of the above-mentioned symptoms associated with COVID-19 when 

they arrive at a polling location may want to consider utilizing curbside voting, to the extent 
they meet the eligibility requirements, which is available at all polling locations. These voters 
should contact their county election office with questions about the curbside voting process 
in their county and the eligibility requirements.  
 

 Voters should consider bringing their own marking instruments such as a pen, pencil with 
eraser, or stylus to use when checking-in to vote and for marking their ballot. Voters should 
contact their county election office to determine what type of marking devices are 
appropriate to use for the ballots in their county. 

 
 Upon entering a polling place, wash or disinfect hands. Wash or disinfect hands after any 

interaction with election workers, poll watchers, or other individuals at the polling place and 
after using voting system equipment or marking a ballot.  

 
 Voters should bring their own hand sanitizer into the polling location and should use hand 

sanitizer to disinfect their hands after leaving the polling location. 
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 Consistent with the actions taken by many individuals across the state, consider wearing 
cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when entering the polling place, or when 
within six feet of another person who is not a member of the individual’s household. If 
available, individuals should consider wearing non-medical grade face masks. 
 

 If the election judge is not able to determine the identity of a voter wearing a face covering, 
the voter should be prepared to lower or remove their face covering when checking-in at a 
polling place. After the voter’s identity has been confirmed, the voter should wear their face 
covering through the rest of the voting process.  
 

 If a voter contracts COVID-19 (or other sickness or physical condition that prevents the voter 
from appearing at the polling place on election day without a likelihood of needing personal 
assistance or of injuring the voter’s health) after the deadline to submit an application for a 
ballot by mail, the voter should contact their county election officer for more details about 
submitting an Application for Emergency Early Voting Ballot Due to Sickness or Physical 
Disability. 
 

 Individuals aged 65 or older are at a higher risk of COVID-19. To the extent possible, avoid 
contact within six feet with individuals aged 65 and older. Individuals aged 65 and older 
should stay at home as much as possible. Such individuals may consider submitting an 
Application for a Ballot by Mail to their county election officer so that they can receive a 
blank ballot and return their voted ballot by mail.   
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Health Protocols for Elections 
 

 CHECKLIST FOR ELECTIONS 

   
The following are the minimum recommended health protocols for all elections in Texas. County 
election officers may adopt additional protocols consistent with their specific needs and 
circumstances to help protect the health and safety of all voters, office personnel, polling place 
workers, and poll watchers. Any such protocols also must be consistent with ensuring and 
maintaining the integrity of the election process. 
 
The virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread to others by infected persons who have few 
or no symptoms. To mitigate this threat, everyone should rigorously follow the practices 
specified in these protocols, all of which facilitate a safe and measured reopening of Texas. 
The virus that causes COVID-19 is still circulating in our communities. We should continue 
to undertake practices that protect our communities.  
 
Please note, public health guidance cannot anticipate every unique situation. As always, election 
officials should also be mindful of federal and state employment and disability laws, workplace 
safety standards, and accessibility standards to address the needs of election personnel, polling 
place workers, poll watchers, and voters.  
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Health protocols for serving voters:  

 Encourage voters, office personnel, polling place workers, and poll watchers to follow the 
Texas Department of State Health Services health protocols, including maintaining at least 
six feet separation from other individuals not within the same household. In addition to 
encouraging the practice of such distancing when feasible, other measures such as hand 
hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation should be rigorously practiced. 
 

 Encourage voters to wear cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when entering the 
polling place, or when within six feet of another person who is not a member of the 
individual’s household. If available, individuals should consider wearing non-medical grade 
face masks. 
 

 Provide varied voting opportunities for voters by utilizing available early voting locations, 
extended voting hours, weekend hours, and well-advertised curbside voting. 

 
 Provide updated information on the local election website regarding early voting schedules 

and voting procedures. 
 

 Disinfect any items that come into contact with voters such as check-in tables, writing 
utensils, voting system equipment, ballot boxes, and doors leading into and out of the polling 
place.   

 
Health protocols for your employees and polling place workers:  
  
 Train all office personnel and polling place workers on appropriate cleaning and disinfection, 

hand hygiene, and respiratory etiquette.  
 

 Screen employees and polling place workers before coming into a polling place:  
 Send home any employee or polling place worker who has any of the following new or 

worsening signs or symptoms of possible COVID-19:  

- Cough 
- Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
- Chills 
- Repeated shaking with chills 
- Muscle pain 
- Headache 
- Sore throat 
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- Loss of taste or smell 
- Diarrhea 
- Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 

degrees Fahrenheit 
- Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 

 
 Do not allow employees or polling place workers with new or worsening signs or 

symptoms listed above to return to a polling place or election office until:  
- In the case of an employee or polling place worker who was diagnosed with 

COVID-19, the individual may return to work when all three of the following 
criteria are met:  at least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution 
of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications); and the individual has 
improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and at least 10 days 
have passed since symptoms first appeared; or  

- In the case of an employee or polling place worker who has symptoms that could 
be COVID-19 and does not get evaluated by a medical professional or tested for 
COVID-19, the individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may 
not return to work until the individual has completed the same three-step criteria 
listed above; or  

- If an employee or polling place worker has symptoms that could be COVID-19 
and wants to return to work before completing the above self-isolation period, the 
individual must obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for 
return based on an alternative diagnosis.  
 

 Do not allow employees or polling place workers with known close contact to a person 
who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 to return to work until the end of the 14-day 
self-quarantine period from the last date of exposure (with an exception granted for 
healthcare workers and critical infrastructure workers).  
 

 Have employees and polling place workers wash or sanitize their hands upon entering the 
election office or polling place, and between interactions with voters or other personnel.  
 

 Have employees and polling place workers maintain at least six feet separation from other 
individuals, when necessary. In addition to encouraging the practice of such distancing when 
feasible, other measures such as hand hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation 
should be rigorously practiced.   
 

 Consistent with the actions taken by many businesses across the state, consider having all 
employees and polling place workers wear cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) 
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at all times. If available, employees and polling place workers should consider wearing non-
medical grade face masks.  
 

 If a polling place worker is serving as an assistant to a voter, the polling place worker should 
wear a face covering while providing assistance. Polling place workers should also wash or 
sanitize their hands after completing the assistance. 
 

 If a polling place worker is processing a curbside voter, the polling place worker should wear 
a face covering while interacting with the voter. Polling place workers should also wash or 
sanitize their hands after completing their curbside voting duties. 
 
 

 Health protocols for poll watchers:  
 
 To the extent feasible, poll watchers should maintain at least six feet separation from other 

individuals not within the same household. In addition to practicing such distancing when 
feasible, other measures such as hand hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation 
should be rigorously practiced. 
 

 Consistent with the actions taken by many individuals across the state, poll watchers should 
consider wearing face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when entering the polling place, 
or when within six feet of another person who is not a member of the individual’s household. 
If available, individuals should consider wearing non-medical grade face masks. 

 
Health protocols for your polling places:  

 
 Provide markings on the floor of the polling place that allow voters to maintain a six feet 

separation from other individuals not within the same household. In addition to encouraging 
the practice of such distancing when feasible, other measures such as hand hygiene, cough 
etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation should be rigorously practiced.  
 

 Election workers are not required to ask a voter to remove their face covering upon check-
in.  However, if an election judge is not able to determine the voter’s identity while wearing 
a face covering, the election judge has discretion to ask the voter to lower or remove their 
face covering. The voter should be permitted to wear their face covering through the rest of 
the voting process after their identity has been confirmed.  
 

 Arrange voting stations to allow voters to maintain at least six feet separation from other 
voters. 
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 Block off frequently touched items of the facility that are not being utilized as part of the 
polling place to prevent the spreading of germs between parties.  
 

 Regularly and frequently clean and disinfect any regularly touched surfaces, such as 
doorknobs, tables, writing utensils, chairs, handrails, and restrooms.  
 

 Disinfect any items that come into contact with voters after such contact. 
 

 Make hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, soap and water, or similar disinfectant readily 
available to polling place workers and voters.  
 

 Place readily visible signage at the polling place to remind everyone of best hygiene 
practices.   
 

 For facilities that experience high voting traffic, consider having a polling place worker 
wholly or partially dedicated to ensuring the recommended health protocols are successfully 
implemented and followed.  
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