Case 1:18-cv-05102-AT Document 29 Filed 11/08/18 Page 1 of 3

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

)
COMMON CAUSE GEORGIA, as an 3
organization, )
}
Plaintiff,
)
)
)
)
) N

v, )  Case No. 18-cv-05102-AT
)
IBRIAN KEMP, in his official capacity as )
|Secretary of State of Georgia )
)
Defendant. ;
)

DECLARATION OF SARA HENDERSON

I, SARA HENDERSON, declare as follows:

1.1 make this declaration from my personal knowledge, and, if called
upon to do so, I could and would competently testify to the matters set forth herein.
Commeon Cause Georgia

2.1 am the Executive Director of Common Cause Georgia (CCGA).

3. CCGA is an affiliate of national Common Cause, a non-partisan
citizen lobby organized as a not-for-profit corporation under the laws of the
District of Columbia, and devoted to electoral reform, ethics in government, and to
the protection and preservation of the rights of all citizens to vote in national, state
and local elections. Common Cause is one of the nation’s leading grassroots,
democracy-focused organizations and has over 1.3 million members nationwide
and staff in 30 states.

4, CCGA was established in the early 1970s and has 18,785 members
and supporters in Georgia,

5. CCGA has a history of working on voting rights in Georgia. In the
last several years, CCGA has increased its efforts in the areas of election
protection, voter education, and grassroots mobilization around voting rights
issues. Among other things, these efforts have included:

a. A statewide digital campaign that included an online petition and a
request for calls to the Randolph County Board of Elections, urging
the Board’s members to vote against polling place closures:

b. Education around maintenance of the voter registration list, including a
robust social media and digital campaign urging voters to report their
issues with maintenance of the voter registration list;

¢, Extensive media work, including participating in numerous national,
local, and state interviews relating to election protection and voting
issues and encouraging CCGA’s members to write letters to the editor
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in their local newspapers that educate voters about how to check their
voter registration status;

d. Organizing and establishing CCGA chapters on the campuses of
Spelman College and Morehouse College to raise awareness regarding
voting and democracy issues among students.

6. Since 2015, CCGA been working on election administration issues,
including voter protection, as part of a coalition of public interest groups.

7.1n 2017, with our partners at New Georgia Project, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice, ACLU of Georgia, and Spread the Vote, CCGA
created a program to help recruit volunteers to monitor local board of elections
meetings through the Peanut Gallery program.

8. In connection with the 2018 election, CCGA developed and
implemented an election protection program. Among other things, this effort
included the following activities:

a. CCGA’s “Save Our Democracy” Tour visited at least 14 cities across

Georgia to educate voters on election protection and election

administration issues:

bh. CCGA worked with the Coalition for the People’s Agenda, the ACLU
of Georgia, and ProGeorgia to recruit and train poll monitors;
¢. CCGA worked to help monitor an average of five polling locations in

22 counties, for a total of 110 polling places staffed with two poll

monitors for a minimum of two shifts for each volunteer at each

polling location;
d. CCGA plans to put out an in-depth report in early 2019, detailing the
results of our election protection program.

9. Defendant’s failure to maintain a secure voter registration system
have adversely affected and will continue to adversely affect CCGA’s mission of
increasing voter engagement, enhancing voting rights, and improving democracy.

10. Defendant’s failure to maintain a secure voter registration system
posed and continue to pose substantial risk to Georgia voters that CCGA has
worked to bring into the political process. These voters face significant risk that
they have been and will be unable to cast ballots that are counted.

11. Defendant’s failure to maintain a secure registration system CCGA
has been and will continue to be required to divert resources toward a variety of
efforts to combat or mitigate the harmful consequences of Defendant’s actions. For
example, CCGA has had to divert resources to educate voters about what to do if
they encounter registration problems at the polls and CCGA has also had to divert
resources to answer voters’ questions about the security of the state’s voting
systems. CCGA will likely have to educate voters regarding the risk of the voter
list vulnerability and manipulation and the potential need to re-register to vote.

12. In addition, the cost of CCGA’s election protection work could
increase significantly, in response to the increased the number of registered voters
facing problems at the polls as a result of Defendant’s actions. CCGA's Election
Day election protection program, which requires staff and volunteers to expend
considerable time assisting eligible voters who cannot be found on the voter
registration list, would likely require even more investment from CCGA. This
diversion of resources would likely force CCGA to face difficult choices about
which of its other programs and priorities should face cutbacks.

13. CCGA has limited resources. [ am CCGA’s only paid staff member
in Georgia, and CCGA relies significantly on the work of its members and
volunteers. Our limited resources place CCGA under substantial fiscal and
personnel pressure. Combating the effects of Defendant’s actions would have a
substantial and concrete impact on our finances, operations, and mission.

i4. Furthermore. the combination of wrongful denial of the right to
vote, confusion among voters about their registration status, and the perception that
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voters were being prevented from exercising their right to vote could thwart
CCGA’s work to enhance participation in the political process and trust in our
democracy.

lection Pr ion on Election Dav 2018

15. On Election Day, I personally participated in an election protection
program run by CCGA, in partnership with ProGeorgia and the Georgia Coalition
for the People’s Agenda.

16. I worked at a command center located at the Phillip Rush Center,
1330 Dekalb Avenue, in Southeast Atlanta.

17. 1 worked at the command center from approximately 8:30am to
10:00pm.

18. As part of the election protection program, I personally fielded
calls from voters and volunteer poll monitors in the Savannah, Southwest Georgia,
Metro-Atlanta. and Athens-Clark County areas. I also placed calls to local boards
of elections to try to resolve issues being reported to me.

19. 1 personally fielded at least 40 calls from voters and poll monitors.

20. The most common issue that was reported to me was that voters
were encountering problems with their voter registrations at the polls.

21.1 also received reports regarding problems with provisional ballots.

22, For example, it was reported to me that numerous people were told
to vote provisionally as a result of registration issues.

23. In addition, one person reported to me that he was nof given the
option of voting provisionally.

24. It was also reported to me that two precincts in Fulton County ran
out of provisional ballots. As a result, people who should have been offered
provisional ballots were not offered them.

25, As part of my election protection work, I spoke with a staff
member at the Fulton County elections call center, This person informed me that
each precinct in Fulton County was given only 50 provisional ballots at the start of
balloting. The poli workers could not print provisional ballots at the polling place;
instead, they needed to have them printed at a central location and have then have
them physically delivered to the precinct. Furthermore, I was told that the central
location could only print 5 to 10 provisional ballots at a time, per precinct.

26. In addition to these issues, | personally fielded a number of
complaints about long lines at polling places. I received reports that. from
approximately 9:00 am until the polls closed, there were two hour waits at polling
places in the Metro Atlanta area.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct
to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Executed this 8th day of November, 2018 in Atlanta, Georgia.

w—

Sara-Henderson



